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Children at Home 


An Orphan Finds a Mother 
and a Saviour 
A true story 
By Erene Rosee 


66 OOR little mite, only seven or 
eight and going out to work! 
Surely she is too tiny to do much.” 

“Yes, it’s true. She has been going to 
work for nearly two years now, but the 
people beat her often, and she runs 
away and has to be taken back.” 

“But why must she work?” 

‘““Well, her parents are dead and her 
uncle has taken her. He does not want 
her, but he is glad to have the money 
she can earn.” 

And so they talked in English about 
little Flower, as Flower watched them 
shyly with her big black eyes. 

Then, knowing they were looking for 
a servant, she came near and pleaded 
with them to take her, saying how well 
she would work. She saw something 
in their faces that she had not known 
since her mother died, and she knew 
they would be kind to her. 

With the assurance that it was the 
Lord’s will, they did take her, but more 
as a daughter than a servant. Soon she 
was learning the lesson of the Wordless 


Book, and that not only did the mis- 
sionaries love her but the Lord Jesus 
loved her, too. She soon started to call 
the missionaries “Mother” and “Big 
Sister.” 

Flower took the Wordless Book in 
her hands one day as she sat cross- 
legged on the floor. She said, “Look, 
Mother, I have a white heart like this.” 

“Have you, dear? But how do you 
know?” 

“I know because I asked the Saviour 
to give it to me,” she answered, rather 
surprised that she was asked. 

Flower loved to buy the vegetables 
on her way to the mission in. the morn- 
ing. She felt very big to be trusted to 
do that. 

After she believed in the Lord Jesus 
she seemed unhappy about something. 
Then one day she said, “I wonder if 
you will forgive me. I have told you 
lots of lies, and also stolen money.” 

With surprise and deep concern, she 
was asked how that was. With a down- 
cast face she told how her uncle’s wife 
had taken some of the small coins she 
had been given as change from the 
vegetables, and told her to say the price 
was more than she had paid. Her 
“Mother” rejoiced to see how the Lord 
had been working in her heart. 

A few days later, when she brought 
the vegetables, she said, “My uncle’s 
wife said the vegetables were so much, 
but I bought them for so much, and 
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she took the rest of the change. I tried 
not to let her do it, but I couldn’t stop 
her. I am so sorry.” 

' From babyhood she had been taught, 
as all Moslem children are, to curse 
others, especially if they did not do 
what she wanted. 

One day her “Mother” saw that an- 
other girl was unkind to her. Flower 
immediately started the words of a 
curse, but in a flash changed it so that 
she actually said, “God give you: bless- 
ing.” Then, with a shy- smile, she 
turned to her “Mother” saying, “Satan 
is always trying to make me say bad 
things, but I have asked the Saviour to 
help me, and now He always reminds 
me before the first. word is out of my 
mouth, so that I can ask a blessing in- 
stead.” 

Flower is now a grown woman, and 
none of her children have ever been 
heard to curse anyone, or to say any of 
the bad things that other children say. 

One day she was heard to say, “Please, 
Lord Jesus, help all my children to grow 
up to be real Christians and to be mis- 
sionaries to our own people.” 

This prayer is not yet answered. Per- 
haps you would like to join her in 
prayer that it may yet be true. 


vg 


The one resort of the soul when it is 
hard driven, is to look up to Him.—F. 
B. Meyer. 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1960 . 
| West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMpREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York February 17th, 
, 1960. The cruise will be for 19 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Grenada, Port 
of Spain, La Guaira, Curagao, Cristobal, 


Kingston, 








the tour throughout. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Port-au-Prince 
Sight-seeing arrangements will be com- 
pleted for this group at the Ports of Call. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the 
Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 


and Nassau. 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday , 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. — 
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The Brightness of Thy Glory 
Hebrews 1:3 
By Opal Fitzgerald 


HEN the brightness of Thy glory, 
Christ, the Saviour, Christ, the Son, 
In the image of Thy person, 
Tasted death for everyone, 
My chastisement was upon Him 
As He purged my shameful sin; 
Now the brightness of Thy glory 
Fills my heart and shines within. 
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“Let Both Grow Together” 

The Lord’s words, “Let both grow 
together until the harvest” (Matt. 13: 
30), have become a proof-text in many 
circles today to excuse a great deal of 
poor exegesis, flabby thinking, and an 
attitude of increasing latitudinarianism. 
In particular, they are employed to 
justify the existence of unregenerate 
people in our churches and the ignoring 
of error in matters of vital doctrine. 
People who think in this lax manner 
often express themselves as follows, 
“It does not so very much matter what 
a man really believes, just so long as 
he is sincere and has the right attitude. 
We're not really in a position to judge. 
Anyway, there have been too many 
divisions and schisms.” Another puts it 
this way: “The great difficulty in the 
past has been this emphasis upon doc- 
trine, and if you insist on doctrine you 
are certain to have difficulty. Doctrine 
is not important. It’s how a man lives 
that counts and, of course, his attitude 
is important.” Again there is the eclec- 
tic who, like the Duke in Shakespeare’s 
“As You Like It” in the Forest of Arden, 
finds “tongues in trees, books in the run- 


ning brooks, sermons in stones, and 
good in everything.” A person with 
this attitude may subscribe to any and 
every basis of faith or doctrinal con- 
fession. He is most accommodating. 
He will even enthusiastically embrace 
“verbal inspiration” as a valid expres- 
sion of someone’s faith. If you press 
him, he will acknowledge the possibil- 
ity of some people being lost and will 
murmur something about Judas, but 
essentially he believes all men are good, 
all are children of God, and all really 
belong in the Church. The difficulty 
with these kindly but misguided peo- 
ple is that, although they may know a 
great deal, apparently they have never 
learned to think clearly and logically. 
The Gospel they preach is Unity or 
Ecumenism. They believe that if only 
people would get together, everything 
would be all right. For them the chief 
sin is for a person to be independent. 
There is nothing more dangerous than 
for a person to begin to think for him- 
self. Essentially they are sentimental, 
so sentimental, in fact, that when faced 
with a clear-cut “Thus saith the Lord,” 
they cannot really bring themselves to 
believe that God means what He has 
said. To all such and many others like 
them, their great goal is a World 
Church. Their continuing theme song 
is, “The More We Are Together, the 
Happier We'll Be.” They spend end- 
less hours discussing how people can 
be brought together, and they never 
seem to get on with the job of evan- 
gelism, unless, of course, it is ecumen- 
ical evangelism. When you press such 
people for the Scripture to justify their 
attitude, their tolerance of the mass of 
baptized unbelief that largely makes 
up the churches of Christendom, they 
will triumphantly turn to the Parable 
of the Wheat and the Tares. “There 
it is,’ they say, “Christ Himself said, 
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‘Let both grow: together until the har- 
vest.’ That’s the church. Get people 
to join the church, even if they are still 
unconverted, maybe they’ll get con- 
verted and, anyway, the church will do 
them good.” If some express disagree- 
ment with the fact that so many un- 
regenerate people are active in the 
churches, they will reply, “Oh, the Lord 
said let the wheat and the tares be to- 
gether in the church; we cannot judge. 
Perhaps some are actually unconverted 
—not very many—but the Lord will 
take care of that. He will judge them.” 
The extraordinary thing is, however, 
that these people never seem’ to be 
able to read the clear statements of 
Scripture. When explaining the mean- 
ing of this parable to His. disciples, 
the Lord clearly stated in Matthew 13: 
38, “The field is the world.” He does 
not say that the field is the Church. 
In the New Testament, nowhere is the 
Church represented as being made up 
of any but those who are born again. 
The unconverted man has absolutely 
no place whatsoever in the membership 
of the Church. Furthermore, it does 
matter a great deal what a man be- 
lieves or thinks, “for as he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he.” Doctrine is only 
another name for truth. Truth is the 
foundation of all Christian life and 
conduct. A loose attitude toward doc- 
trine frequently results in a loose atti- 
tude when it comes to conduct. The 
field is the world and in this world all 
men live and function together. The 
world is the sphere of evangelism. We 
are to go into the world and preach the 
Gospel. But when we come to the 
Church, we find only the company of 
those redeemed out of the world, sep- 
arated from the world. This is the 
Church, the fellowship of believers who 
are gathered together unto, the Lord 
who died for them. 
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5. At the Feet of Christ 


For Instruction and Fellowship 


By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


ready thought of three sets of peo- 
ple who were seen at the feet of 
Jesus. They were there for different 
reasons—for healing for themselves, for 
help for others, and for blessing and 
assurance. None of them were disap- 


.: THIS series of articles we have al- 


pointed and they all received not only 
that for which they had hoped but 
much more. At this time we shall con- 
sider another person whom we find at 
the feet of Jesus Christ, and one whose 


condition, and therefore whose purpose, 
was quite different from those of the 
others already mentioned. It is Mary, 
who was the sister of Martha and 
Lazarus, and lived with them in the 
little village of Bethany, a few miles 
outside Jerusalem. The members of 
this family were evidently very much 
devoted to each other, but they were 
also very much devoted to their friend, 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The Lord 
used to visit them quite often and en- 
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joyed the rest and quiet that He found 
there, as well as the real fellowship of 
heart that existed between Him and 
the two sisters and their brother. 

On the occasion of which we are 
thinking, the Lord and some of His 
disciples were passing through Beth- 
any, and as Luke records it, “A certain 
woman named Martha received him 
into her house. And she had a sister 
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ 
feet, and heard his word” (Luke 10: 
38, 39). Luke then goes on to state 
that Martha, who was one of those. ef- 
ficient characters, helpful to others and 
almost always busy at one thing or an- 
other, was cumbered, or, as the mar- 
ginal reading states, “was distracted” 
abeut much serving. She went to Jesus 
Christ and said, “Lord, dost thou not 
care that my sister hath left me to 
serve alone? bid her therefore that she 
help me. And Jesus answered and said 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
ful and troubled about many things: 
but one thing is needful: and Mary 
hath chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her” (10:40- 
42). 

Mary, Martha’s younger sister, was 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to 
His words while Martha was busy and 
nervous about preparing a meal that 
she felt would be worthy of the hon- 
ored guest who’was in her home. She 
doubtless felt that her sister Mary was 
impractical and a dreamer, and that 
by not aiding her in the preparation of 
a meal that would really do justice to 
the occasion she was failing to appre- 
ciate the privilege that that day had 
so unexpectedly come to their home. 
She was feeling hurt and exasperated 
and asked the Lord to speak to Mary 
and to order her to help her sister. 

Martha was doubtless surprised and 
disappointed by the Lord’s response to 
her request. In it He quietly rebuked 
her first of all for her worry’ and dis- 
traction, and then explained that Mary 
had chosen the good part of which she 
should not be deprived. The contrast 
between the attitudes of the two sisters 
is interesting. Martha, the elder, was 
hurrying about the house, working 
hard to do something that she thought 
would honor and therefore would give 
pleasure to her guest, Christ Jesus. 
Mary, on the other hand, was quietly 
sitting at His feet, listening to His 
words. We are not told what the sub- 
ject of that conversation was, but in my 
own mind I feel pretty certain that it 
was about the Father and about the 
accomplishment of the Father’s will in 
the life of His Son and also in the lives 
of all who would come to Him in faith 
and obedience and would receive from 
Him that which He had come to give— 
eternal life. It is not difficult to see 
why the Lord spoke of Mary as having 
chosen the good part, for the excellence 
of her choice in contrast to that of her 
sister can be seen in several ways: 

1. She was in the place where she 
could most honor her Lord—at His feet. 
To sit at His feet is to reverence Him 
and openly acknowledge Him as Lord. 
Only as that is done can He be pleased, 
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for failure to do so is equivalent to an 
insult and can never be made up by 
seeking to please Him in other ways 
and by various forms of service. No 
matter how splendid and sumptuous a 
feast Martha could have prepared for 
Him, unless it was presented to Him as 
Lord, it could have been no real honor 
to Him and would have brought Him 
no satisfaction or pleasure. A good 
deal of so-called Christian service and 
good works are done these days in the 
name of Jesus Christ, but because it is 
not done to honor Him as Lord and in 
an attitude of humble reverence before 
Him, He cannot accept it or recognize 
it. And certainly He can find no pleas- 
ure in it whatsoever. 

2. Mary had chosen the good part 
also because she was in the place of 
learning, where she could receive that 
spiritual knowledge that her soul craved. 
Mary’s heart was hungry to know more 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and to receive 
the spiritual food that her soul craved. 
Mary’s heart was hungry to know more 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and to receive 
the spiritual food that He alone could 
give. As she sat at His feet, she was 
drinking in the nourishment for her 
spirit and by so doing was giving to 
Him an opportunity to make Himself 
known unto her. That is an opportu- 
nity which the divine Son of God loves 
to receive from each one of us—an op- 
portunity to reveal Himself to us in the 
beauty and authority of His person as 
our Saviour and Lord and as the one 
who in Himself is abundantly able to 
meet any need or emergency which we 
may encounter and to satisfy every 
legitimate desire of our souls. 

Far more important than knowing 
about Him is to know Him personally 
and intimately and to be made con- 
scious of the reality of His presence 
abiding with us at all times. When 
we know that, we are prepared to face 
any situation and to stand against any 
and every onslaught of the enemy. One 
of the reasons for our anxiety and fear- 
fulness in times of difficulty and for 
our impotence in the face of evil, 
when strength of character and of will 
is so greatly needed, is simply our ig- 
norance concerning the Lord. Jesus 
Christ. We excuse ourselves by trying 
to say that we are too busy and have no 
time to do what Mary was doing, 
namely, to sit at His feet and listen in 
quietness while He speaks to us, reveal- 
ing to us His own glorious person and 
the inexhaustible riches that He has 
prepared for every one who puts his 
trust in Him. , 

3. A third reason for Christ Jesus’ say- 
ing that Mary had chosen the good part 
was because she was in the place of 
spiritual perspective. Martha was not 
close to the Lord just then and as a 
result she was distracted and anxious. 
She was not seeing things in their 
proper perspective; her spiritual vision 
was out of focus. Mary, on the other 
hand, was at rest; she was receiving a 
tremendous blessing and she was also 
in an attitude that was pleasing to the 
Lord. Because she was there, her spir- 

(Continued on page 134) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


“Repent” in the 
Catholic Bible 


In THE Sunpay Schoo. Times of 
December 19, 1959, in the department, 
“A Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought,” by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
there was an item entitled, “Uniform 
Catholic and Protestant Bible Pro- 
posed.” In that paragraph the state- 
ment was made: 

“But there are many more differ- 
ences between the Douay and our 
common English versions of the Bible 
than mere spelling and the number- 
ing of the Commandments and Psalms. 
Some of the words in the Roman 
Catholic Bible are utterly impossible 
of acceptance by Protestants; e.g., in 
the Gospels the word for ‘repentance’ 
is translated ‘do penance.’” 


It is remarkable that, although the 
Douay Version has been in use in 
the Roman Church for 300 years, the 
“New Catholic Edition of the Holy 
Bible” has made some very important 
changes: 


Douay Version New Catholic 
Edition 
Do penance Repent, for the 


(Matt. 3:2). kingdom of 
heaven, etc. 
Unless you shall Unless you repent. 
do penance 
(Luke 13:3). 
If one went to 
them from the 


dead, they will 


They will repent. 


do penance 
(Luke 16:30). ; 

Do penance, and Repent and _ be 
be baptized baptized. 
(Acts 2:38). 

Do penance, and Repent and turn 
turn to God... to God .. . do- 
works worthy of ing works befit- 
penance (Acts ting their re- 
26: 20). pentance. 


Upon one sinner Joy in heaven 
that doth. pen- over one sinner 


ance... Nn who repents... 
not penance no need of re- 
(Luke 15:7). pentance. 


Further, the Greek word “metan- 
oeo” is snot always translated “do 
penance,” even in*the Douay Version; 
for instance, “Repent, and believe the 
gospel” (Mark 1:15). 

This is not an attempt to correct 
Dr Smith, but to safeguard a point 
that may have been overlooked.— 
J. B. RowELL. 


The Trues thanks Dr. Rowell for this 
additional information. Tres readers 
will recall the excellent articles he has 
prepared, and which the Trues has 
published from time to time, exposing 
the evils of Roman Catholicism. He is 
pastor of the Central Baptist Church, 
Victoria, B. C. 
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1. Paul Nenaneiii te Moody of Japan 


How God brought back this “prodigal son” 
to a life of faith and service 


teen-age boys climbed a wind- 

blown hill behind a Japanese mil- 
itary preparatory school. They were 
led by an eighteen-year-old. His name 
was Paul Kanamori. 

As he faced the group Paul began, 
“You fellows know why we’ve come up 
here. We all believe that Jesus of the 
New Testament is the Son of God. 
We’ve given our hearts to Him. We’ve 
accepted this Gospel, this Western re- 
ligion, and we intend to follow Him 
wherever He leads us all our lives 
through.” 


O'« cold, wintry morning forty . 


“On this paper I’ve written what we - 


believe and a pledge that we will never 
let anything take away our faith in 
Him. Now each one will sign his name 
to it.” 

With that Paul pricked his finger, 
dipped his tiny writing brush in the 
drop of blood that oozed out, and wrote 
his name with that red blood. Thirty- 
nine others did exactly the same. Then 
they dropped to their knees, and forty 
young heads bowed and forty pairs of 
eyes closed while Paul led them in an 
earnest prayer of consecration. He then 
folded the paper into a roll and stuck 
it into his belt. 

Silently they went down the little 
hill, across the wide expanse of lawn, 
and along the stone path that led to 
the rear door of the school building. 
There they scattered to their regular 
classes of the morning. 


A Christian Teacher 


“My! What was the cause of all 

this?” you ask. Well, let us go back 
several years and see. 
’ About five years before this, the Jap- 
anese Government had brought over a 
young American Army officer by the 
name of Captain Janes, to teach in this 
school. He was to be in charge of all 
training in military tactics at the school, 
just as an officer heads up R.O.T.C. 
work in our military prep schools to- 
day. These students were from the 
finest families in Japan—many of them 
wealthy—and they would become eli- 
gible in later years for commissions in 
the Japanese Army. 

Captain Janes was a Christian. He 
knew Jesus Christ as His Saviour, and 
when he took this job it was with a 
dual purpose. He had every intention 
of introducing these emperor-worship- 
ing boys to the New Testament and to 
Jesus Christ, as well as to our latest 
weapons and their use. And that is 
why he packed a number of New Tes- 
taments printed in English along with 
his uniforms and copies of our USS. 
“Manual of Arms.” 

For three whole years Captain Janes 
Said nothing publicly about being a 
Christian. Instead he acted like one 


‘Lesson for February 28 


The author, who is Mrs. Harry Rim- 
mer, wrote this story of the “Moody 
of Japan” from notes made when she 
listened to Paul Kanamori over 
thirty-seven years ago in Los An- 
geles. Times readers will be glad to 
know that a number of her late 
husband’s books are still in print and 
may be had from Berne Witness 
Company, 117 E. Main Street, Berne, 
Ind. A folder listing the titles may 
be had from Berne Witness Com- 
pany upon request. 








and in all his words and deeds showed 
the boys his personal interest in them 
and his love for them. They grew to 
trust him fully and to like him im- 
mensely. 

One Friday, after drill on the parade 
ground, he held them for a moment. 
“Some of you fellows would like to 
study the English language I know, and 
so I’ve planned to give Saturday eve- 
nings over to that if you’d like to have 
me. If you’ll come to my house to- 
morrow night we shall start.” 

There was a polite buzz of interest 
as they broke ranks, and on Saturday 
night the teacher’s house was full of 
eager students. 

Captain Janes passed out his New Tes- 
taments, helped the boys to open them 
to the Gospel of Mark, and they began 
his lesson. He started building a Jap- 
anese-English vocabulary for them by 
giving the counterpart of each English 
word in Japanese. The boys learned 
rapidly. They had never seen or even 
heard of the New Testament. The char- 
acters were living, breathing folks to 
them, and they followed the actions of 
Jesus, Peter, James, Andrew, and John 
completely absorbed. Captain Janes an- 
swered their questions fully, and fired 
their interest to such an extent that 
when midwinter vacation time arrived 
very few really wished to go home. Im- 
agine! 


A Real Revival Begins 


When the new term started, the Sat- 
urday night classes commenced again, 
continuing with unflagging interest. 

As they began to comprehend the 
English they were reading, and the pic- 


ture presented to them by Captain Janes - 


of the central place occupied by Jesus 
Christ in the story, and of the place He 
wished to have in their individual lives, 
some of them accepted Him as Saviour 
and began to try to live what they were 
learning. A real revival began, and, 
as one boy after another became a 
Christian, he would pray with the others 
for the boys yet unsaved. 

By the time summer vacation arrived 
most of the boys were converted to 
Christianity, and each went home with 
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the full intention of telling his family 
of his new found faith. Most of the 
boys did this very thing, and then down 
upon their heads came troubles they 
had never dreamed of. 

Fathers, mothers, uncles, aunts, 
grandparents, and even older brothers 
stormed and threatened and pleaded for 
them to give up this “foreign religion.” 
They were denounced continuously for 
having even listened to it. 

“We will take you out of the school 
and you will lose all opportunity of 
becoming an officer in our Emperor’s 
Imperial Army,” threatened some of 
the parents. 

“You give up this ‘Jesus religion’ or 
you must leave home and family. We 
will not have a son in our house who 


refuses to worship our Emperor,” said ° 


others. 


Faith Grows Under Persecution 


All this pressure had its effect on 
some of the boys—just as it might have 
had upon you and your friends had 
you been subjected to it. They all came 
back to school at the end of vacation, 
and the faith of those boys who stood 
fast grew stronger as they listened and 
learned. Finally the climax came on 
that cold, wintry morning when the 
forty who were strongest in their faith 
decided to follow Christ “come what 
may,” and so they climbed the hill to 
make their pledge and seal it in their 
own blood. 

After their graduation many of this 
group were made homeless, and as the 
weeks went by became penniless for 
Christ’s sake. As a result of prayer, 
hard work, and cruel struggles most of 
them managed sooner or later to get 
into the great Doshesha University. 
After graduation there they became the 
most influential Japanese Christians of 
their’ generation, and worked ably as 
preachers, teachers, editors, and writers 
in Christ’s cause. 

Paul Kanamori, the eldest and the 
leader of the group, became a preacher 
and was pastor of a small Congrega- 
tional church for several years. He 
faithfully preached Christ, taught the 
Word and won converts to his faith. 
One day he was called back to his 
alma mater, Doshesha University, to 
teach. He accepted the call and did an 
outstanding job there, winning many 
students to Christ. 

However, dark clouds were gathering 
over him, and great tragedy was about 
to engulf him. 

In the latter part of the last- century 
a vicious attack was made upon the 
Bible, both Old and New Testaments, 
and therefore upon the Gospel which 
the Bible proclaimed. 

A brilliant German scholar named 
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A Survey of Rilisiees Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world. 





Christmas is past, I trust this item 

will not be considered as out-of- 
date for it has its lesson for every time of 
the year. What is amazing about it is 
the place where it appears, in that fa- 
mous financial and business magazine, 
Forbes. In the issue for December 15, 
1959, by the very gracious permission 
of the publishers, I am allowed to re- 
peat the entire story here in the col- 
umns of THE SuNDAY ScHOOL Times. As 
it is read, don’t forget this comes from 
one of the outstanding business mag- 
azines of the western world. 

“What with all the talk about ju- 
venile delinquency, the whole younger 
generation sometimes tends to get a 
black eye. Yet if we think about it we 
realize that most young Americans are 
basically sound. 

“Something happened a few days ago 
which brought this dramatically to 
mind. It happened to my brother, 
Bruce Forbes, the president of this com- 
pany. He dropped in at Brown & Delhi, 
a pleasant bookstore located across the 
street from the Forbes Building on 
Lower Fifth Avenue. He wanted, as 
gifts for his nephews, several copies of 
a special edition of the Bible which 
was on sale there, a beautifully bound 
edition illustrated with Old and New 
Testament scenes by the old masters. 

“T’d like to take care of you,’ the 
proprietor Mr. Delhi said, ‘but I’m not 
sure I can get you the five copies you 
want. I only had a limited number of 
these Bibles and most of them have 
been spoken for.’ 

“In itself this was hardly surprising. 
Christmas is at hand, and the Bible 
makes an ideal gift. What was sur- 
prising, however, was the type of peo- 
ple who were buying these $17.50 vol- 
umes. Explained the bookseller: ‘Of 
the 44 Illustrated Bibles I have sold, 
all but seven went to young people in 
their first working years; about 20 girls, 
17 boys. These weren’t wealthy kids 
who were laying out this money. Most 
of them have low-paying clerical jobs 
in the neighborhood. Some hadn’t fin- 
ished high school. Not the types you’d 
expect to see buying Bibles. 

“*However, these youngsters were 
clearly impressed by the beauty of the 
volume. Some of them came back to 
look at it—four or five times. But 
they seemed worried about the cost. 
So I told them I’d put copies away 
and let them pay in small amounts— 
anywhere from 50c to $1.50 a week. 

“TT don’t ordinarily sell books that 
way,’ added Mr. Delhi, ‘but I got such 
satisfaction out of making these sales 
that I made an exception. 

“‘*These boys and girls,’ he went on, 
‘can find jobs easily enough, but they 
seem to be searching for something 
else. Peace of mind, perhaps. A faith, 
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maybe. Something to live by. You 
could tell that these young people who 


‘came to my store felt they were mak- 


ing a very important purchase.’ 


“They were indeed. These 37 young 
people won’t make the headlines with 
their Bibles or their search for faith. 
The knife-wielders and the hot-rod- 
ders will. But if the bad apples are 
more newsworthy, they are not, for- 
tunately, so numerous. Next time you 
start to fret about the decline of moral- 
ity in our younger generation, remember 
these 37 hard-working New York young- 
sters who saved their pennies to buy 
Bibles.” 


Young Life Under Fire—One of the 
most amazing ecclesiastical protests of 
our generation is the one that has just 
been issued by ministers of five Prot- 
estant churches in New Haven, Connect- 
icut, condemning the organization and 
program of Young Life, -organized in 
1940 and ably carried on under the 
leadership of the unusually gifted James 
C. Rayburn. One of the two principal 
charges against Young Life is that “it 
is a separate teen-aged church, financed 
and directed by adults who are not 
answerable to any local group.” That 
statement is correct. This brings up a 
very serious matter: that some of the 
most powerful evangelizing movements 
originating in this country in the last 
eighty years have been born outside 
of the church, and developed apart 
from church organizations, such as the 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship, Youth for 
Christ, Campus Crusade, Young Life, 
Child Evangelism, Navigators, etc. This 
is to the shame of the church. Why 
didn’t someone inside the church start 
something like this? With many of 
the big denominations today ruled by 
men of Liberal views, movements with 
the objective for saving souls by an ex- 
perience of supernatural regeneration, 
would too often be stifled. Frankly, 
I don’t know what we would do today 
for real Christian leadership among 
young people without these “outside” 
organizations. I know, from my own 
experience, in a seminary that has had 
some 800 men pass through its doors in 
eleven years, that most of these men 
found Christ as their Saviour in some 
organization outside the church.’ We 
should remember that not one of these 
organizations is opposed to the church. 
They are not antichurch, but, thank 
God, they are not ruled by any church 
machine. 

The second charge is that the ap- 
proach of Young Life is “too emotional.” 
Well, evangelism is an emotional mat- 
ter, as well as intellectual. These young 
people are living a tremendously emo- 
tional life today, and, in that area of 
emotion, thank God for a Gospel that 


can transform, and renew, and quicken, 
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and inspire to service and sacrifice. Let 
such an unjustified attack as this only 
lead all-of us who love the Lord to a 
more consistent support of, and prayer 
for, these leaders out on the forefront 
of the Kingdom of God. These crit- 
icisms are, no doubt, going to be mul- 
tiplied in the next few years. We had 
better be ready for them. 


One good result of this particular at- 
tack is that it got into Time magazine, 
and I hope ten thousand readers will 
decide. to send some money to this 
brave man of God, James Rayburn. I 
have. known him for years, and he lives 
for nothing else but to see high school 
young people confronted with the great 
truths of the Christian faith leading to 
salvation—the address is Star Ranch, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 


The Skid-Row of Art.—For some rea- 
son my attention was drawn recently 
to the advertisements of the movies and 
plays that could be seen in Los Angeles 
the week before Christmas, and I must 
say that although I was born in Chicago 
and have not lived in a monastic cell, 
I was shocked at the titles and the 
comments. Some of the lines cannot 
be reproduced here. The ad for “Story 
on Page One” reads: “At 2 a.m. you 
open the door, you put a gun in your 
boy friend’s hands—one minute later 
—” The play “Pajama Tops’—“for 
adults only”—is said to be in “the 97th 
spicy week.” Another play, “One Thou- 
sand and One Arabian Nights,” needs 
no comment. “The Killer Shrews,” and 
“The Giant Gila Monster” are but two 
of the many horror films now showing. 
The movie, “Solomon and Sheba,” is 
described, in part—“The beauty—the 
fire—the abandon of Sheba.” The ad 
for Frank Sinatra’s “Never So Few” 
could not be quoted in these columns. 
Some of the other titles among the 
motion pictures being shown in the 
theaters of Los Angeles this week are 
“Love Is My Proféssion,” “A Woman 
Like Satan,” “Pillow Talk,” “It Started 
With a Kiss,” and the like. 


Recently the Los Angeles Times car- 
ried an editorial calling attention to the 
filth and crime being displayed on our 
stages, on television, and in the movies 
today, and stating it might well be that 
television could ultimately be labeled 
“the skid row of art.” At the same time 
we are troubled about the rise in crime 
in Los Angeles County, and all around 
the country. What else can we expect? 
If this is what people are going to see 
every day in the theaters, and in their 
homes, what other result can be ex- 
pected, particularly among young -peo- 
ple who have no strong moral prin- 
ciples, who know nothing about the 
redeeming grace of Christ, who live 
for themselves and pleasure? It seems 
as foolish to expect anything else as to 
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think that we are not going to have a 
fire if we continue striking matches 
and dropping them into inflammable 
materials. I do not know the solution 
for this, but do know that as a nation 
we ought to stop singing “God Bless 
America” until we have some kind of 
America that God can be pleased with. 


I do not mean to imply that there 
have not been periods, especially in 


the days of Queen Elizabeth, when the- 


stage was more corrupt than it is to- 
day, but certainly these new and 
amazing inventions of the twentieth 
century, such as movies and television, 
are being used as channels for more 
ineitement to crime and fleshly indul- 
gence than was possible in the days’ be- 
fore these things, which can be used, 
and often have been used, for edu- 
cational purposes and the advancement 
not only of cultural themes, but even of 
the Gaspel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


One more medium used for corrupt- 
ing influences must be added to those 
above—the magazines available in many 
of our newspaper and magazine stores. 
Not long ago, out of curiosity, I counted 
the different magazines for sale on one 
stand devoted to naked art, all pub- 
lished for one purpose only. There were 
seventy-eight! I never allow myself to 
open them, but we can be sure that 
what is on the inside is even more 
suggestive than anything portrayed on 
the cover. 


“Israel’s Spiritual Unrest.”—In a re- 
cent issue of the London Jewish Chron- 
icle, in an article by the title at the 
head of this item, is quoted a letter 
from a young Jew who was brought up 
in Israel, the reading of which, I be- 
lieve, will only make us more intense 
in our prayers for Israel today. . 


“We feel like human beings. We have 
learned physics and mathematics, hjs- 
tory, and Hebrew and various other 
studies, but our souls are empty and 
we know nothing of those other values 
known as ‘Jewish values.’ People speak 
about the ‘Jewish spirit,’ but these words 
mean nothing to us sabras—born in 
Israel. We come home and ask our- 
selves: What does this emptiness mean? 
What divides us? Why are we so rest- 
less? 


“Here are a few facts which explain 
the situation to us. We and our parents 
are the first generation of the redemp- 
tion—of the political redemption. We 
are, however, the first generation of the 
spiritual emptiness, and you, our par- 
ents, are the last generation of the spir- 
itual collapse.” 

The article concludes as follows: “It 
is important to recognize the spiritual 
unrest, the state of the soul of the 
younger generation who seek historical 
links with their grandparents. And 
the mere fact that there is this hunger, 
that young people seek a way to the 
roots, is in itself already some gain. 
Because they can hope, eventually, to 
find a new formula and style which 
would be a synthesis composed of his- 
torical roots and fresh young growth. 
“And whatever little the youth of the 
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Diaspora do to seek a return,-to reat- 
tach themselves to the roots which have 
so recklessly been abandoned, will de- 
rive from the Jewish teaching of the 
kibbutz youth. 

“There is no doubt that even in the 
Diaspora there is a visible trend towards 
Jewish traditions and ways of ‘life. 
True, this is only as yet a small trickle 
—a weak and, for the time being, un- 
clear beginning. But let us hope that 
the weak beginning will develop and 
bear fruit.” 


Dr. Percy H. Harris—One by one, 
leaders of the various institutes of 
evangelicalism in America in the early 
part of this century—and even those 
of a later generation—are passing away. 
On November 2, 1959, Dr. Percy H. 
Harris, president of the London Bible 
Institute and Theological Seminary of 
London, Ontario, Canada, entered into 
rest, after three weeks of severe suf- 
fering. After the Second World War, 
when he. was captured and sentenced 
to solitary confinement in a war camp, 
pursuing his studies he received his 
degree of B.A., Th.M, and Th.D. He 
was president of the London Bible In- 
stitute for just twenty months and, for 
one of his age, had remarkable influ- 
ence in Canada. 


Courageous Resistance to Communism. 
—One of the most courageous serv- 
ants of Christ in Communist lands to- 
day is Bishop Otto Dibelius, Bishop of 
East Germany. During October, the 
Communist Government issued a decree 
that he was no longer to preach in his 
pulpit in the Marien-kirche of East 
Berlin. Nevertheless, on the first Sun- 
day of November, Reformation Sun- 
day, Dr. Dibelius went into his pulpit, 
boldly defying the Communist warn- 
ing. This may be the prelude to a 
period of intense persecution, and it 
may also be the beginning of a stronger 
resistance to the atheism of Commu- 
nism that East Berlin has thus far 
known. 

The New York Herald Tribune of 
Tuesday, November 4, entitled its lead- 
ing editorial for the day, “The Mighty 
Fortress,” a commendation of the bold- 
ness of Bishop Dibelius in this hour. 
This is one of the most unusual editori- 
als, from the standpoint of spiritual 
insight, that I have seen for a long time 
in any large daily newspaper. I can 
do no better than quote the last two 
paragraphs: 

“Bishop Dibelius has been challenged 
from within the Lutheran ranks in Ger- 
many, in his contention that the East 
German state is not entitled to be 
considered as one of the ‘governing au- 
thorities’ whom St. Paul bade Chris- 
tians accept. The Catholic Church in 
Poland constantly confronts questions 
which are not dissimilar. The Red 
Chinese have sought to force or cajole 
Tibetans and other followers of the 
Dalai Lama into rejecting his hegem- 


‘ony, just as they have endeavored to 


turn the Christian churches within their 
sphere into organs of the Communist 
state. The Jews who come from be- 
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hind the Iron Curtain to Israel when- 
ever they can make the journey testify 
to Judaism’s struggle. 

“The outright persecution of religion 
by the Communists has diminished in 
intensity—or at least has changed its 
methods. But its challenge remains, 
and will almost certainly continue to 
do so, whatever political accommoda- 
tions may be achieved between East and 
West. The ‘mighty fortress’ of which 
Luther wrote in his great hymn will 
never crumble. But its human de- 
fenders need all their faith, courage, 
and wisdom in this time of trial.” 

I hope every reader of this periodical 
will secure a copy of Christianity To- 
day for November 22, and read the 
powerful sermon by the Bishop on 
“The Living Word and the Dying World.” 
No man in America could preach a 
sermon like this, however true and deep 
his convictions, because no ecclesiastic 
in America has passed through experi- 
ences such as Bishop Dibelius has 
known since the arrival of this satanic 
rule in East Germany. 


Modern Polygamy in Utah.—I did not 
know that polygamy was actually be- 
ing practiced in Utah today until I saw 
an announcement in the New York 
Times that residents of the town, Boun- 
tiful, near Salt Lake City, have organ- 
ized an Anti-Polygamy Citizen League. 
Some social workers estimate that six 
hundred men, women, and children are 
members of polygamist family units in 
Davis County, and, says the statement, 
there are grounds for believing that 
polygamists in Utah and neighboring 
Arizona and Idaho, may number 10,000. 
Utah laws permit the prosecution of 


polygamists for unlawful cohabitation, 


for teaching polygamy to children, and 
for perjury committed .in answering 
charges of conducting polygamist prac- 
tices. 


Bible Vans for Thirty More Coun- 
tries—The American Bible Society 
which has used a few Bible vans, plans 
during the next few years, though re- 
alizing these are expensive to operate, 
the placing of Bible varis in at least 
thirty more countries. Last year this 
Bible Society supplied more than 100,000 
copies of Scripture for Africa, the great- 
est number in its history, most of which 
was for the Congo Basin where over two 
thousand missionaries are laboring. In 
the last ten years, the annual circu- 
lation of the Scriptures in Latin America 
has increased from 1,935,151 copies to 
4,758,975 volumes. 


A Biblical Zoo for Washington.—The 
famous Biblical Zoo in Jerusalem will 
soon have its counterpart at the National 
Zoological Park in Washington, D. C. 
As a gesture of good will, the Israeli 
Embassy in Washington has just pre- 
pared more than fifty plaques engraved 
in Hebrew and English with Biblical 
quotations identifying animals men- 
tioned in the Bible. These will be 
temporarily displayed in the Washington 
Zoo and then will be sent to other in- 
terested zoos throughout the United 
States. 
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LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 28. A PRISONER FOR CHRIST 


Acts 21:17 to 22:29; printed text, 21:27-39 


Golden Text.—Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.—2 Tim. 2:3 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Acts 21:27 And when the seven days were almost ended, 
the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the 


temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him,’ 


28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that 
teacheth all men every where against the people, and the 
law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into 
the temple, and hath polluted this holy place. 

29 (For they had seen before with him in the city Troph- 
imus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had 
brought into the temple.) 

30 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: 

,and they took Paul, and drew him out of the temple: and 
forthwith the doors were shut. 

31 And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto 
the chief captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was in an 
uproar. 

32 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and 
ran down unto them: and when they saw the chief captain 


commanded him to be bound with two chains; and de- 
manded who he was, and what he had done. 

34 And some cried one thing, some another, among the 
multitude: and when he could not know the certainty for 
the tumult, he commanded him to be carried into the castle. 

35 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he 
was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the people. 

36 For the multitude of the people followed after, crying, 
Away with him. 

37 And as Paul was to be led into the castle, he said unto 
the chief captain, May I speak unto thee? Who said, Canst 
thou speak Greek? 

38 Art not thou that Egyptian, which before these days 
madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness four 
thousand men that were murderers? 

39 But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, 
a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech 
thee, suffer me to speak unto the people. 
the Inter- 


and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul. 
33 Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
Tex third missionary journey was 


ended. Paul had reached Jeru- 

salem in time for the Festival of 
Pentecost. His friends along the way 
had warned him of the dread results 
of his visit to the Jewish capital (cf. 
Acts 21:4). The Prophet Agabus (con- 
sult Eph. 4:11) had dramatically por- 
trayed to him in sign language (Acts 21: 
11) the sad fact that he would be seized 
in Jerusalem. 

But Paul felt called of God to press 
on to the city in spite of repeated 
warnings (v. 13). Like his dear Lord 
(cf. Luke 9:51) he was determined to 
visit Jerusalem, even if it was for the 
last time in his life. Vast crowds, as- 
sembled in the capital for the Feast of 
Pentecost, could be reached with the 
Gospel. The Jerusalem saints would 
be cheered by the report of his mis- 
sionary successes (Acts 21:18-20). He 
must move on at any cost. 

His arrival in Jerusalem started a 
series of events that brought him fin- 
ally to Rome. His participation in the 
purificatory rites of the four men (vv. 
23-26) has been criticized as contradic- 
tory to his usual insistence that be- 
lievers are “not pnder law” (e.g., Rom. 
6:14). But a more charitable view is 
to hold that Paul was not denying the 
Gospel of pure grace at all. He was 
simply fulfilling the ideal: “. .. unto the 
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 
gain the Jews .. .” (1 Cor. 9:20). He 
did not want to offend the Hebrews in 
Jerusalem unnecessarily (cf. Acts 16:3). 
Had he felt for a moment that he was 
compromising his message by taking 
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part in the cleansing ceremony he 
would never have acted as he did. 

The fact remains, however, that he 
did not placate the Jews. Instead his 
entrance into the Temple infuriated 
visiting worshipers from Asia Minor. 
He was seized and beaten. But for the 
alertness and intervention of Roman 
soldiers he might have perished. His 
defense on the castle stairs is a classic 
—the first of five apostolic defenses 
described in the concluding chapters of 
Acts. : 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 21:27.—“. .. when the seven days 
were almost ended, the Jews ... of 
Asia ...saw him in the temple, stirred 
up all the people ... laid hands on 
him.” Seven days were needed for 
purification in connection with a Naza- 
rite vow. On the eighth day the wor- 
shiper offered an animal sacrifice. Paul 
was urged (vv. 23, 24) to share in the 
cleansing rite and to defray necessary 
expenses. The hostile Jews were prob- 
ably from Ephesus, important city in 
the province of Asia (modern Turkey). 
They were in Jerusalem for the Feast 
of Pentecost. 

Verse 28.—“Crying . . . Men of Israel, 
help: This is the man, ‘that teacheth 

. against the people... the law... 
this place: and .. . brought Greeks also 
into the temple ... hath polluted this 
holy place.” 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Four charges were irre- - 


copyrighted by 


sponsibly hurled against Paul: (1) by 
his testimony to and fellowship with 
Gentiles, he was at least potentially 
inciting them “against the people,” the 
Jews; (2) by his doctrine of grace he 
was denying the validity of the Law 
(but see Rom. 3:31); (3) by his preach- 
ing the Gospel to all men the centrality 
of the Jewish Temple was threatened; 
(4) he had dared to bring a despised 
Gentile into the Temple “court of Is- 
rael”—a capital offense. 


Verse 29—“(. . . they had seen be- 
fore with him in the city Trophimus 
an Ephesian ... they supposed : 
Paul had brought into the temple.)” 
Trophimus was Paul’s trusted Gentile 
friend (cf. 20:4), loyal to the apostle 
to the end (cf. 2 Tim. 4:20). The Jews 
had seen him with Paul on the streets 
of Jerusalem, accused Paul of taking 
him into the Temple (with no grounds 
for the accusation), and on this 
trumped-up charge aroused the rabble 
to fury. 

Verse 30.—*. all the city was 
moved ... the people’ran together... 
took Paul ... drew him out of the 
temple . . . forthwith the doors were 
shut.” Compare Matthew 21:10. The 
Jerusalem crowd was quickly agitated 
by curiosity or anger! With no proof 
that Paul was guilty they dragged him 
from the sacred Temple precincts (for 
its sanctity must not be marred by 
murder). The Levitical custodians of 
the Temple gates closed them (1) to 
keep any further possible defilement 
out; (2) perhaps to purify the temple 
area which Paul had “desecrated.” 


Verse 31.—“. . . as they went about 
to kill him, tidings came unto the chief 
captain of the band... all Jerusalem 
was in an uproar.” The crowd’s in- 
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dignation quickly reached fever pitch. 


Roman military guards, particularly 
alert during the feast, reported the dan- 
gerous mob scene to the commander 
of the garrison to the north of the 
Temple area. His name: Claudius Ly- 
sias (23:26); his position: captain of a 
thousand men. 

Verse 32—“Who immediately took 
soldiers and centurions ... ran down 
unto them ... when they saw the chief 
captain and the soldiers, they left beat- 
ing of Paul.” The Roman garrison was 
stationed in the fortress of Antonia, 
towering to the northwest above the 


Temple area and connected with the - 


outer court of the Temple by two flights 
of stairs. The commander ordered cen- 
turions (leaders of 100 soldiers) ‘to as- 
sist him in quelling what appeared to 
be a riot. The angry crowd respected 
the determination of the Roman troops 
and stopped manhandling Paul. 

Verse 33.—". . . the chief captain . 
took him ... commanded him to be 
bound with two chains . . . demanded 
who he was, and what he had done.” 
Paul was shackled to two soldiers (cf. 
12:6). The chief captain was taking 
him into protective custody; but he 
also suspected that his prisoner was a 
well-known renegade who might try 
to escape. Desperate characters some- 
times moved among the milling crowds 
on festival occasions. The double ques- 
tions put to Paul reveal the captain’s 
suspicions. 

Verse 34.—“. . . some cried one thing 

. . some another, among the multitude 

. when he could not know the cer- 
tainty ... . he commanded him to be 
“Carried” is 
“led” (Greek). The portion of the for- 
tress toward which the soldiers moved 
amid the mad, confused uproar, was the 
barracks assigned to the military guard. 
The yelling and shrieking reminds us of 
the scene in Ephesus (19:28, 29). Per- 
haps some of the Jews from Ephesus 
recalled that bizarre occasion and were 
happy to see it imitated in Jerusalem! 

Verse 35.—“. . . when he came upon 
the stairs .. . he was borne of the sol- 
diers for the violence of the people.” 
The stairs led from the Temple court 
to the fortress. The crowd, pressed in 
by the walls along the side of the 
steps, surged irresponsibly against the 
protecting soldiers. In the pressure Paul 
was literally lifted off his feet. 

Verse 36.—“. . . the multitude . . . fol- 
lowed after, crying, Away with him.” 
Most of the horde were not able to 
press up the stairs after the soldiers. 
They remained below, shouting the 
very words that some thirty years be- 
fore had echoed in Pilate’s judgment 
hall (cf. Luke 18:23; John 19:15). As 
the Jews had thirsted by the blood of 
their Messiah, so now they would con- 
sign His apostle to death. 

Verse 37.—“. . . as Paul was to be led 
into the castle, he said unto the chief 


captain, May I speak unto thee? Who 
said, Canst thou speak Greek?” Liter- 
ally, “May I say something?” Paul 


spoke out before being snatched away 
from the crowd because he wanted to 





Lesson for February 28 


Last Week’s Lesson 


8. February 21.—A Program of Christian 
DORI ccnphececresosest Acts 20:18 to 21:16 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. March 6.—God’s Protecting Provi- 
2 aS ee Acts 22:30 ‘to 23:35 








address them. 
asked, “Do you know Greek?” He ex- 
pected: Paul to speak Aramaic. For 
why should the Jewish rabble be de- 
manding the death of a Gentile, and 
not one of their own kind who they 
thought had betrayed them? 

Verse 38.—“Art not thou that Egyp- 
tian, which before these days madest 
an uproar ... leddest out into the wil- 
derness four thousand . . . murderers?” 
Three years before, an Egyptian insur- 
gent, a false prophet, had gathered 
thousands of malcontents, advanced to 
the Mount of Olives and made false 
promises to his followers. Troops un- 
der Procurator Felix had scattered the 
rebels, killing 400 of them. The Egyp- 
tian had escaped. “Murderers” is si- 


karit (Greek), “assassins,” (from sika, 
a dagger). 
“Verse 39.—*“. . . Paul said, I am . 


a Jew of Tarsus . . . in Cilicia, a citizen 
of no mean city ... I beseech thee, 
suffer me to speak unto the people.” 
Far from being an Egyptian rebel, Paul 
was (1) a Jew; (2) from Asia Minor, 
not Egypt; (3) not from the desert, 
but from a city known for its culture 
(it was a Greek municipality) and po- 
litical independence of thought. On 
these grounds Paul respectfully re- 
quested permission to speak to the 
crowd. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
God uses even the wrath of man to 


praise him (Psa. 76:10). Paul’s ap- 
pearance in the Temple (21:26), the 
roaring mob, the false accusations 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY did the Jerusalem church urge 
Paul to participate in the vow? 

2. What four false charges did Paul’s 
enemies hurl at him? 

3. On what ground did they say that 
the Temple had been polluted? 

4. Why did the Roman troops so 
quickly appear? 

5. Name four outstanding facts de- 
scribed in this lesson concerning Paul’s 
preconversion career? 

6. In what three ways does Paul 
declare he persecuted Christians before 
he was saved? 

7. What one statement in Paul’s de- 
fense incited his audience to fury? 

8. How did Paul know, that his tes- 
timony in Jerusalem would be rejected? | 

9. How had Paul received his Ro- 
man citizenship? 

10. Name two spiritual lessons taught 
by the intervention of Rome in Paul’s 
career. 

(Answers on page 132) 
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The captain actually . 
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against him, his seizure and near death, 
the protecting arm of Roman law—all 
were used of the Lord as links in a 
chain of history which would ultimately 
find Paul in Rome. From now on to 
the close of Acts the apostle is a pris- 
oner of the Roman Empire, protected 
from the fury of the Jews, but under 
the surveillance of Roman authorities. 

Three outstanding facts demand em- 
phasis. 

First, the astonishing courage of Paul. 
He had- demonstrated this often on 
previous occasions (e.g., 14:19, 20; 19: 
30, 31; 21:13). Now again he is re- 
vealed as an intrepid warrior for Christ. 
Assailed by slanderous accusations, 
overwhelmed by a bloodthirsty rabble, 
and beaten ruthlessly, he yet maintains 
his composure, speaks to the Roman 
captain with dignity (21:37, 39), and 
addresses the roaring, but quickly 
quieted throng (21:40; 22:2) with calm- 
ness and composure. 

Second, the apostle’s brilliant defense 
(22:3-21). This was no harangue. Even 
under hostile pressure Paul maintained 
his logical, persuasive equilibrium. Note 
how carefully he wins and keeps his 
audience by references to his loyalty to 
Hebrew customs and previous zeal for 
the faith of his fathers (study 22:3-5, 
19, 20). For example, Ananias, the man 
who guided him after his conversion, 
was “a devout man according to the law, 
_— a good report of all the Jews 

” (22:12). Again, Paul’s conver- 
sion was no reaction to some vague, 
ecstatic summons. It was a revolution- 
ary experience described against a 
background of reasonable Hebrew tra- 
dition. But after he had gained his 
audience Paul did not hesitate to press 
home to his hearers the reality of his 
conversion, the danger of rejecting his 
testimony, and the necessity of his mis- 
sion to the Gentiles (22:13-21). This 
is the second of the three times the 
apostle’s conversion is described in Acts 
(cf. 9: 1-16; 26:9-18). 

Third, the intervention of Rome. The 
military might of the empire was de- 
termined to maintain order at any cost. 
The troops of Claudius Lysias were on 
hand to quell any potential confusion 
in Jerusalem. But they were there also 
in fulfillment of the purposes of God 
for Paul and the Gospel. A Roman 
citizen (22:28), the apostle would most 
assuredly arrive in Rome. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Paul’s strategy in . Jerusalem 
21: 17-26) 

2. Paul’s arrest (vv. 27-39) 

3. Paul’s masterly defense (21:40 to 22: 
21) 

4. Paul in protective custody 
29) 


Topics for Development 

“All things to all men” (1 Cor. 9:22). 
Paul was so eager to win men to Christ 
that he was extremely cautious not to 
cause anyone to stumble. He wanted 
to “gain them that are under the law,” 
i.e., Jews (1 Cor. 9:20) as well as “them 
that are without law,” i.e., Gentiles (1 
Cor. 9:21). Therefore he went to con- 
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siderable pains not to alienate men 
unnecessarily. 

This attitude explains the decision 
of the apostolic council in Jerusalem: 
Gentile Christians were to avoid cer- 
tain ceremonial irregularities because 
“Moses of old time hath.in every city 
them that preach him .. .” (Acts 15: 
21); the new Gentile converts were not 
to cause a scandal in Jewish neighbor- 
hoods. It also explains the circumcision 
of Timothy (Acts 16:3) and Paul’s con- 
duct in Jerusalem (Apts 21: 20-26). 

But make no mistake! When Paul 
felt that the glory of the doctrine of 
free grace was in jeopardy, he was 
adamant, not even. appearing to com- 
promise. When, for example, Judaiz- 
ing false teachers sought to spy out 
his liberty in Christ and bring him into 
legalistic bondage, he refused to budge 
an inch. Titus, his dear fellow laborer, 
remained uncircumcised (Gal. 2:3-5). 
Paul would prove to the “false breth- 
ren” that the Gospel was totally di- 
vorced from slavish allegiance to cere- 
monies (cf. Gal. 5:1, 6). 


Practical Applications 

Christian Consideration.—Christian be- 
lievers in Jerusalem were as thought- 
ful of unbelievers as possible without 
‘surrendering their own _ convictions. 
Strong faith in Christ -must be accom- 


panied by kindly interest in our neigh--~ 


bors. 

Mob psychology may prove danger- 
ous. Witness the mad confusion in 
Ephesus and Jerusalem (Acts 19:29; 21: 
34; 22:23). Keep your faith clear, sane, 
and strong even when multitudes are 
rushing down the broad highway of 
materialistic unbelief that leads to de- 
struction. 

Education can be used of God. Paul 
was bilingual: to the captain he spoke 
Greek and to the crowd Aramaic (21: 
37, 40). If you can witness to others in 
several languages, keep brushing up on 
them! 

Paul told’ about his conversion, not 
for personal glory, but to exalt his 
Saviour and point men to Him. Let 
that ever be the goal of our witness. 

A prisoner for Christ, henceforth Paul 
was under Roman guard. What have 
we really surrendered for our Saviour? 
Have we ever endangered our very lives 
for Him? Think this through. 


Golden Text 


2 Tim. 2:3—*“Thou therefore endure 


hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” Paul wrote these words from 
a dungeon in Rome where, as a noble 
warrior for the Son of God, he was 
about to die (cf. 2 Tim. 4:7). Having 
endured hardness himself he warned 
his younger colleague Timothy to do 
the same. What real “hardness” have 
we endured for our beloved Saviour? 
Have we ever prayed until our knees 
were weary, or given until we were 
reduced to bread and water?: Have 
we faced physical pain or social os- 
tracism because we were humbly walk- 
ing with the Lord? 


MeEpIA, PA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“.. . the Jews which were of Asia 
... Saw him in the temple .. .” (Acts 
21:27).—The disciples at Tyre said to 
Paul, through the Spirit, that he should 
not go up to Jerusalem (v. 4). The 
prophet, Agabus, took Paul’s girdle, and 
bound his own hands and feet, and 
said, “Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the 
man that owneth this girdle, and shall 
deliver him into the hands of the Gen- 
tiles” (v. 11). Luke and the believers at 
Caesarea begged him ‘not to go up to 
Jerusalem (v. 12). 

Paul told the elders of Ephesus, while 
at Miletus, that he felt bound in his own 
spirit to go to Jerusalem (20:22). It 
would seem that this personal convic- 
tion was so strong in him that he did 
not accept the Spirit’s word through 
the Christians at Tyre, nor the Spirit’s 
word through Agabus; for we see him 
in our lesson carrying out the plan of 
James: “Take these men [who had 
taken a vow upon themselves] and 


purify yourself along with them, and - 


pay their expenses [for the Temple 
offering], so that they may have their 
heads shaved. Thus everybody will 
know that there is no truth in what 
they have been told about you, but that 
you yourself walk in observance of the 
law” (21:24, Amplified New Testament). 

Some of his.old enemies from Ephesus 
saw him in the Temple, and seized him 
and stirred up a riot, crying out: “This 
is the man, that teacheth all men every- 
where against the people, and the law, 
and this place: and further brought 
Greeks also into the temple, and hath 
polluted this holy place.” 

Both charges were false; but this in- 
furiated mob was not in a condition 
to have the proper relation of the be- 
liever to the Law explained to them. 
No Gentile, not even Trophimus, was 
in the Temple. 

“And ... they went about ta kill 
him ... .” (Acts 21:31).—These people 
may have had a reputation of being 
“zealous of the law,” but that very Law 
condemned them, for it said: “Thou 
shalt not kill.” And the Romans for- 
bade their taking the civil law into 
their hands to the extent of executing 
the sentence of death (John 18:31). 
Guilty transgressors were seeking to 
put an innocent man to death! And 
from all appearances they might have 
succeeded had not the chief captain with 
soldiers and centurions put in his ap- 
pearance. 

What was the Church at Jerusalem 
doing about this affair? Absolutely 
nothing, as far as the record goes. They 
were really responsible for getting the 
apostle in this bedlam; but they did not 
even raise a protest. 

Answering the question as to why 
Paul consented to the legalists’ plan 
for him, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan says: 
“TI hold that Paul made the greatest 
mistake of his ministry on this occasion. 
Yet we have to recognize the fact that 
the reason of his consent was not that 
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of expediency merely, not that of policy, — 
but that of devotion. The reason of his 
consent was his desire to win his breth- 
ren. The reason of his consent here is 
most perfectly declared in his’ match- 
less words in the Roman letter: ‘I say 
the truth in Christ, I lie not, my con- 
science bearing witness with me in the 
Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow 
and unceasing pain in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself were anathema 
from Christ for my brethren’s sake, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh: who 
are Israelites; whose is the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises; whose are 
the fathers, and of whom is Christ as 
concerning the flesh, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever’ (Rom. 9:1-5, 
A.S.V.). The teaching of this incident 
is that love must ever be loyal to truth. 
To sacrifice a principle for a moment 
in the hope of gaining an opportunity 
to establish it afterwards is always to 
fail.” 

It is precious to know that God can 
make the wrath of man to praise Him, 
and restrain the remainder of it. He 
also knows how to overrule the mis- 
takes of His servants, to His glory and 
their good. 

“Art not thou that Egyptian, which 
... madest an uproar... ?” (Acts 21: 
33.)—The chief captain supposed Paul 
to be a certain false prophet and ma- 
gician mentioned by Josephus. This 
man raised an ‘army of 30,000 and 
marched to the Mount of Olives, only 
five years before this—4,000 of these 
were called sicarit (translated “mur- 
derers”)—that is hired assassins, so 
called because they carried a sica, or 
curved dagger concealed under their 
clothes. They hired themselves out for 
this terrible business. 

“... endure hardness, as a good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3) .—In- 
stead of being that false prophet and 
magician, Paul was what he exhorted 
Timothy to be—“a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“I Will Sing the Wondrous Story” 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to War’”’ 
“More Love to Thee, O Christ’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—“O God, 
our help in ages past, our hope for years 
to come,” we thank Thee Thou hast 
ever been the refuge and strength of 
Thy people. Today we pray for those 
who suffer for Christ’s sake that they 
may be upheld in the patience and the 
faith by which Thy martyrs have. en- 
dured from Paul’s day till now. Re- 
member our Christian brothers in lands 
where state pressure is exerted to stamp 
out Christianity. Bring them help from 
above and deliverance at last. May 
their very persecutors see their error 
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and be turned to Thee. Help us that we 
be not overcome by the ease and soft- 
ness of our prosperous society, but may 
set ourselves to seek first Thy Kingdom 
and to live by Christ’s teachings, though 
it mean sacrifice. Give us courage for 
Christian witnessing wherever we are 
and keep us shining for Jesus always. 
Bless this lesson study to us and many 
in other places. Guide us and help us 
to do Thy will through the week just 
opening. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil and bring us 
to the glad day when Thy will shall be 
done on earth as in Heaven. Amen. 


After the Lesson—It was Paul, a 
prisoner for Christ’s sake, who wrote 
to Timothy the words of our Golden 





“More love to Thee, O Christ” 
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Text: “Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 
Tim. 2:3). This is a word for Christians 
today when many must bear what has 
been called “quiet martyrdom.” 

In East Germany families are pressed 
to use a Communist name-giving serv- 
ice for their babies instead of baptism. 
For fourteen-year-olds there is a Com- 
munist dedication service in place of 
Christian confirmation. Yet, despite this 
strong pressure, many still choose bap- 
tism and Christian confirmation, though 
it means being forced into the ranks of 
the underprivileged. In China it is the 
same story—no higher education for 
Christian youth and no work for them 
except in the most out-of-the-way 
places and usually at tasks below their 
abilities. 

Pray for these victims of state pres- 
sure against Christianity in our time. 
In the end the victory will be with 
Christ and His people. The Church 
has survived much persecution already 
and she will survive the pressure of 
today’s “quiet martydom.” Even in the 
free world it still costs to be a true and 
faithful servant of Christ. Let us reso- 
lutely set ourselves to bear any hard- 
ship necessary to being a good soldier 
of His. Our blessed Saviour is worth 
any sacrifice that loyalty to Him de- 
mands. 


CauLcary, ALTA., CAN. 


ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let us take a look at 

one of Paul’s (probably the most 
remarkable) characteristics—his capac- 
ity for suffering, willingly suffering. He 
wrote the Philippians, “That I may 
know him, . . . and the fellowship of 
his sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his death” (3:10). Few people can 
make that statement seriously. Millions 
have been made very miserable under 
the excruciating grind of suffering— 
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physically and mentally. Many have 
committed suicide to escape it. 

Suffering is a dreary word; indeed, 
it is terrifying to some. One of the 
most convincing features of Paul’s com- 
plete conversion was that he did not 
flinch when he knew he was entering 
upon a course of suffering. “For I will 
shew him how great things he must 
suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 9:16). 
He willingly walked right into perse- 
cution before leaving Damascus, preach- 
ing Christ to the unbelieving Jews, so 
that “after many days were fulfilled, 
the Jews took counsel to kill him... 
And they watched the gates day and 
night to kill him. Then the disciples 
took him by night, and let him down 
by the wall in a basket” (vv. 23-25). 
That was the beginning of Paul’s suf- 
fering for the One whom he had, before 
his conversion, repudiated and de- 
nounced, haling men and women to 
prison and consenting ‘to their death 
because they had accepted Jesus as the 
Messiah of prophecy. ° 

Paul, in one of his letters to the 
Corinthians (2 Cor. 11:23-28), makes a 
list naming some of his sufferings. It 
is nothing less than amazing. “In la- 
bours more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, -in 
deaths oft. Of the Jews five times re- 
ceived I forty stripes save one. Thrice 
was I beaten with rods, once was I 
stoned [and he was left for dead!], 
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and 
a day I have been in the deep; in jour- 
neyings often, in perils of waters, in 
perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils 
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; in weari- 
ness and painfulness, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness. Beside 
those things that are without, that 
which cometh upon me daily, the care 
of all the churches.” 

He could have added more to that 
list afterward. In today’s lesson he 
comes into the cruel handling of the 
Roman soldiers and is shackled by two 
heavy chains on his limbs, but he used 
the incident, by permission of the chief 
officer, to stand upon the castle steps and 
tell the mob about his conversion. 

Now, fellows, every one of you is 
having (or will have) some kind of 
suffering. Don’t shrink from it. It is 
a mark of God’s love for you as a son. 
Hebrews 12:5-7 says: “My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: for whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every ° son 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you 
as sons; for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not?” Suf- 
fering helps a real Christian to appre- 
ciate the sufferings of Christ, and draws 
him closer to God. Some of the happiest 
Christians I have ever known were great 
sufferers. Their spirit just seemed to 
radiate, and they helped everybody who 
came in contact with them. 


Even though you suffer, the Lord 
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will never let you down. Again, listen 
to Paul as he writes: “There hath no 
temptation [testing], taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted [tested] above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation [test- 
ing] also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10: 
13). That is real “insurance.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
wg 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning let us have 
the review story: “A Fall From 
the Third Floor.” 2 
We have come to a time of crisis in 
the life of the Apostle Paul. He is re- 
turning from his third missionary jour- 
ney. And he is taking to Jerusalem 
not only a good report of the Gentile 
Christians but also their generous col- 
lections for Jews who were suffering 
from famine. Paul’s great hope was 
that this would make Jewish believers 
love the Gentile Christians more, and 
that it would draw unconverted Israel- 
ites to Christ. Surely they would real- 
ize that only the love of God would 
make Gentiles deny themselves to send 
money to help Jews! 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Here are questions to answer as we 


read Acts 21: (1) Why did Paul’s ship 
stop at Tyre? (2) What did the dis- 
ciples in Tyre say to Paul? (3) Where 
did these Christians kneel for prayer? 
(4) In whose house did Paul and his 
company stay in Caesarea? (5) What 
did Philip’s unmarried daughters do? 
(6) What did Agabus say to Paul? (7) 
What did everyone beg Paul not to do? 
(8) What was Paul’s answer? (9) 
What did his friends say to this? (10) 
What did the Jerusalem church elders do 
when Paul told them of the great work 
among the Gentiles? (11) Where was 
Paul when he was arrested? (12) Of 
what did his enemies accuse him? (13) 
Had Paul brought Gentiles into the 
Temple? (14) What did the mob do to 
Paul? (15) What did the Chief Captain 
do? (16) Where did he have Paul 
taken? (17) Why did the soldiers carry 
Paul up. the castle steps? (18) What 
did the multitude shout?, (19) What 
did Paul ask permission to do? (20) 
In what language did Paul address these 
angry Jews? 

Captain Lycias was amazed that the 
prisoner his soldiers had rescued from 
being beaten to death was an educated 
young man, able to speak in Greek and 
then to address the yelling Jews in 
their sacred Hebrew language. 

Here is a review story for someone 
to tell next time: 


Pavut BECOMES A PRISONER 


After Paul had said “Good-by” to the 
elders of Miletus, he continued on his 
way to Jerusalem. When his ship 
stopped at Tyre, the Christians there 
told Paul that the Holy Spirit said he 
should not go. Paul’s ship spent a week 
in Tyre, but when the week was over, 
he was still determined to go to Jeru- 
salem. 

The ship went on to Caesarea, where 
Paul and his company stayed with 
Evangelist Philip, and his prophetess 
daughters. There a Judean prophet 
named Agabus came and warned Paul 
not to go to Jerusalem, as the Holy 
Spirit said that the Jews there would 
bind him and deliver him to the Roman 
rulers. Then all the Christians begged 
Paul not to go to Jerusalem, but he 
said, “I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem for the 
name of the Lord Jesus”! Then his 
friends said, “The will of the Lord be 
done.” 

When Paul reached Jerusalem he 
called on the elders and told them about 
the conversion of the Gentiles, and gave 
them the money the Gentile churches 
had sent. The Jewish leaders praised 
God for this, but urged Paul to go into 
the Temple to please the Jews. Paul 
did this, but it did not turn out as the 


elders hoped, for some Jews, who saw - 


Paul in the Temple, got enraged. They 
had seen him walking on the street 
with a Gentile and supposed he had 
taken him into the Temple. He had 
not. But these Jews shouted out that 
Paul preached against the Jews and the 
Law, and had polluted the Temple. 
This made all the Jews in the Temple 
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furious, so they dragged Paul outside 
beating him as they went. They would 
have killed him if the Roman captain 
had not taken his soldiers and run down 
the castle steps and rescued Paul. Or- 
dering Paul chained, he demanded what 
he had done. Some yelled one thing 
and somé another, so the captain com- 
manded that Paul be taken into the 
castle. The soldiers had to carry him 
or the mob would have torn him in 
pieces! 

Just before Paul was taken into the 
castle he asked and received permis- 
sion to speak to the crowd below. Then 
Paul, standing on the castle steps, beck- 
oned to the yelling mob below, who 
became quiet as he spoke to them in 
their Hebrew language. Without deny- 
ing the false charges they had made 
against him, he simply told the story 
of his conversion, witnessing to the fact 
that Jesus of Nazareth was his Lord 
and Saviour! Next time we'll go on 
with Paul’s thrilling adventures. 

The eyes of the Lord were on Him 
and on His enemies. We’ll close our 
class by learning Question and Answer 
8 on our card: “Can God see everywhere 
at once?” “The eyes of the Lord are 
in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good” (Prov. 15:3). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Prisoner for Christ 
(Acts 21:17-20a, 27-32) 


ID you have trouble last week find- 

ing the verses in 1 John or Rev- 
elation? (Drill on the General Epistles 
and Revelation to complete the books 
of the New Testament. Stars for Jas. 
5:16b as well as for the last Memory 
Verse may be put on the ribbon book- 
marks.) , 

Which book in the Bible has the most 
chapters?‘ It is in the middle of your 
Bible. See how many chapters it has. 
(Psalms. 150 chapters.) What chapter 
in the Bible has the most verses? (Psa. 
119.) Probably you know what the 
shortest verse in the Bible is (John 
11:35), but do you know what the 
shortest chapter is? (Psa. 117.) Al- 
most next door to the longest! Let us 
read it together. See how short a time 
it takes you to learn the first verse. 

Can you imagine the choir of Levites, 
dressed perhaps in white robes, stand- 
ing on the fifteen low steps leading up 
to the altar and the magnificent marble 
and gold Temple? One has cymbals. 
Some play small harps to accompany 
the singing. The men’s voices rise clear 
and strong: “O praise the Lord, all ye 
nations: praise him, all ye people” (Psa. 
117:1, Memory Verse). The Jews stand- 
ing in the Temple yard behind the 
Levites lift their hearts in. worship of 
God. 

Paul is there. This is one of his 
favorite Psalms because it showed that 
the Gentiles were to come to God and 
worship Him, too (Rom. 15:11). Per- 
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Because I get this - 
_ Annuity Check... 


ABS Annuity Checks that bring 
you so many blessings-also bring 
‘the Gospel to Hungry Hearts 


An immediate, lifelong, unchanging, 
unfailing income—large tax savings— 
freedom from investment worries and 
expenses—great Christian satisfaction in 
sharing the Master’s mission—the Bible 
Society Record with its illuminating ar- 
ticles—these are the blessings you receive 
when. you buy an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement, no matter how small. 

And in turn, these are the riches you 
give: You help support the work of 
translating the Scriptures into more and 


more languages and dialects—and dis- 
tributing them in more ways. You help 
supply the Word of God to the spiritually 
hungry everywhere, many of them blind, 
illiterate, homeless and distressed. 

Send for the booklet that tells you how 
you can give and receive so generously, 
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THE LORD IS WORKING 
we HOLY LAND 


Ai 


Rev. Resonberg, -Founder'end General 
Director, with two of our orphans 

Our obligations to needy children increase. 

Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 

for your cooperation, prayers and help. 

“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 

ING HANDS?” 

HEADQUARTERS: 

The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 

252 N. Dillon $t., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
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haps Paul is thinking of the different 
nations and Gentile people to whom 
God has sent him, so they could praise 
and thank Him, too. Paul has been 


hoping and praying to go still farther‘ 


west, to Italy, to Spain. 

Trophimus, Paul’s friend from Ephe- 
sus, although he is a Christian, could 
not come with Paul into this part of the 
Temple yard. Trophimus is a Gentile, 
and he stayed outside the sign that 
warns Gentiles on penalty of death to 
go no farther. And yet the people 
were singing, “O praise him, all ye 
peoples [Gentiles]”! Trophimus surely 
did want to praise Him now that he 
knew about the Lord Jesus dying for 
his sins! But he stayed outside. 

In the holy part of the Temple one 
man said to another: “There’s Paul! 
He was with that foreigner out in the 
street. He must have brought him into 
this holy place!” The gossip spread: 
“A man brought a foreigner into the 
holy Temple!” “There he is!” And the 
crowd, led by Jews from Asia who 
hated Paul because he told Gentiles 
about the Lord Jesus, ran on him, 
pulled him out of the Temple area, 
and began to beat him up. All the peo- 
ple gathered around excitedly. 

Suddenly they looked’ up to see sol- 
diers coming. They stopped beating 
Paul. The soldiers handcuffed him. 
“Who is he? What has he done?” The 
crowd all shouted and shouted, but the 
captain could not make sense of it. 
He ordered Paul to be taken up the 
stairs to the castle fort nearby. The 
people crowded after: “Kill him! Kill 
him!” The captain thought he had 
captured a gangster who had stirred 
up trouble before. He was surprised 
enough when Paul courteously asked 
if he might speak to the people. Dur- 
ing this week will you read Paul’s 
speech, and see how his nephew saved 
his life? Read two chapters this time 
—22 and 23. 

Thoughts for boys and girls: What 
musical instrument do you play? Do 
you use it to play hymns at home or 
Sunday school? Do you sing hymns 
at family worship? When we finish 
memorizing this Psalm, next week, can 
you use your voice in praise to God to 
repeat it somewhere, at school or 
church or home? Do you guess about 
people, and start false stories that hurt 
folks?. Do you sing songs of praise to 
God, and then pick on someone you 
do not like? 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
If We Just Don’t Get Hurt.—Thou there- 

fore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3, Golden Text). 
There is one thing certain: power can- 
not be had without paying the price. 
This most of us are unwilling to do. 
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We are like the little lad who said to 
his grandfather, a hero of many battles 
in a great war, “Granddad, I sure would 
love to be a soldier, and a hero, if I just 
knew I wouldn’t get hurt.”—From the 
Alliance Weekly. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize il- 
lustration. 


Not Worthy.—And when the seven 
days were almost ended, the Jews 
which were of Asia, when they saw him 
in the temple, stirred up all the people, 
and laid hands on him (Acts 21:27). 
Some years ago, when Japan was tak- 
ing over- Korea, and was bitterly per- 
secuting many of the leading Christians 
carrying them off to Japanese jails, be- 
lievers who were not arrested felt that 
by this very fact they were somehow 
lacking in their Christianity. A native 
Methodist pastor went to a missionary 
with the complaint: “Maksa, there must 
be something wrong in our Methodist 
church. I fear we are lacking in faith, 
There are thirty-seven Presbyterians in 
the jail, and only one Methodist. . I fear 
the Lord does not count us worthy to 
suffer persecution.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Wild Rumor.—They supposed (Acts 
21:29). It is never safe to depend on 
snap judgments. .. . Half the scandal 
that goes around among ‘members of 
the Church of Christ is simply the re- 
sult of jumping at conclusions. Not 
long ago I read a little article in a 
church bulletin in which the pastor ex- 
plained that he had been greatly trou- 
bled by a rumor going around to the 
effect that his wife had attended a 
meeting of some heretical group and 
that he had gone there in great indig- 
nation and dragged her out by the hair 
of her head and brought her home and 
beat her. He undertook to explain that 
he had not dragged his wife out of that 
meeting, that he had never at any time 
dragged her about by her hair, and that 
he had never beaten her, and also that 
his wife had never attended that meet- 
ing, and finally that he was a bachelor 
and had never had a wife!—From “Lec- 
tures on Acts,” by H. A. Ironside, 
Litt.D. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Mob Judgment.—All the city was 
moved, and the people ran together: 
and they took Paul, and drew him out 
of the temple (Acts 21:30). You may 
remember the old story of the Quaker 
and the dog that had taken his roast. 
“I will not whip thee, or stone thee, but 
I will give thee a bad name.” So the 
Quaker put his head out of the window 
and shouted “Bad dog! Bad _ dog!” 
Soon there was a crowd chasing down 
the street yelling, “Mad dog! Mad dog!” 
and a gun soon did for the perfectly 
sane dog what the Temple mob wanted 
to do for Paul, the very greatest and 
best Jew in the Temple neighborhood! 
But after all, this is the way the world 
has always treated its best friends, from 
Paul of Tarsus to Pussyfoot Johnson. 
—From Wm. H. Ridgway in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
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Peter Cartwright’s Courage.—Then the 
chief captain came near (Acts 21:33). 
One time Peter Cartwright was preach- 


ing in a little country church in the, 


south. He was denouncing sin in his 
usual vigorous manner. General Stone- 
wall Jackson walked in! Someone near 
the pulpit said in an undertone, “Gen- 
eral Jackson is here!” “And who is 
General Jackson?” asked the courageous 
preacher. Then he added, “If he doesn’t 
repent of his sin he will be lost and 
will go to hell!” Some feared that 
General Jackson would become very 
angry. Instead, he was well pleased, 
and said, “If I had an army of such 
courageous men, I would be victorious 
in every attack!”"—From Bible Expos- 
itor and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


In Good Company.—For .the multi- 
tude of the people followed after, cry- 
ing, Away with him (Acts 21:36). Some 
worldly people in a certain church 
wanted to be rid of their godly min- 
ister, so they made up a few charges 
against him. Several ministers were 
appointed to act as judges and, on the 
night of the “big” meeting, these min- 
isters asked the minister what he had 
to say. “I’ll say it briefly, gentlemen,” 
replied the minister. “‘Away with him’ 
has been the cry of unfaithful men 
down through the ages, when they de- 
sired to get rid of God’s servants. Two 
I'll mention: they said it of Paul, be- 
cause he preached the truth, and of 
the Son of God Himself. So, gentle- 
men, I feel I’m in the best of com- 
pany.”"—Source not known. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


One More Chance.—Suffer me to 
speak unto the people (Acts 21:39). 
Why did Paul ask permission to address 
the mob? Surely, to give them one 
more chance of receiving Christ as their 
Saviour! Had not his Master said, 
“Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate 
you”? How could this man, far from 
resenting the injustice, ingratitude, and 
cruelty of these his fellow Jews, give 
them once more the most valuable 
thing he possessed, that is, the Ggspel? 
Because Christ dwelt in his heart by 
faith, and that is exactly what Christ 
would do.—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HEN you were very little, the 

newspapers announced to _ the 
whole world that something very sad 
had happened. Five brave men, most 
of them fathers of tiny children, had 
been killed by savage Indians in South 
America. The men were missionaries. 
For a long ‘time they had been very 
concerned for one tribe of Indians—the 
Aucas—who had never heard of the Son 
of God who loved them and gave Him- 


‘self for them. All five missionary men 


and their wives had prayed and worked 
8o that they could take the Gospel to 
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the Aucas. Finally, the day for which 
Together 
the men sang a hymn which spoke of 
their complete trust in God. Then they 
flew away in their little plane to take 
Only a few 
days later all of them were dead— 
killed by the very men for whom the 
missionaries had prayed; killed by men 
whom the missionaries deeply loved. 

Christian people everywhere could 
They asked many 
Why had the men gone to 
Indians who love to kill anyone—es- 


they had long waited, came. 


the Gospel to the Aucas. 


not understand it. 
questions. 





SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
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WINDSHIELD STICKERS 


In time of prevailing wickedness and error, it is 
your Christian duty to make a public avowal of 
your faith and allegiance to Christ. Carry wind- 
shield stickers on your automobile. ‘‘Jesus Never 
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Wheaton College has never 
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since the annuity plan was 
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plus... THE JOY OF KNOWING 
YOU'VE MADE AN INVESTMENT 


“For Christ and His Kingdom’? . 
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Looking for an investment that offers both 
security and peace of mind? Then the 
Wheaton College Annuity Contract is for 
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for life. 


In addition to the financial benefits, this gift- 
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able peace of heart that comes from knowing 
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... training young people for fruitful Chris- 
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pecially white people? Had the mis- 
sionaries prepared properly? Were 
they sure they were doing the will of 
God? As Christians learned the whole 
story, they agreed that certainly the 
men had prepared carefully. They 
were certain that they were doing the 
will of God. They knew full well that 
to go might mean their own death. 
But all of them had only one desire—to 
get the Gospel to the Aucas. Why? 
Because they loved the Lord with all 
their hearts. They knew that the Lord 
Jesus loves the Aucas with all His heart. 
It is not His will that one should perish. 
And so, because of their love for Him, 
the five missionaries were willing to 
leave their wives and children and die, 
if necessary, to help the Auca Indians 
to know Christ Jesus the Lord. 

They are not the first to have such a 
love for others. Missionary Paul, who 
lived so long ago, had a great love for 
the Jewish people. He himself was a 
Jew. Before he had received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, he was like 
most Jews. He hated Christians. Be- 
cause of the awful things he did to the 
Christians—willing even to kill them!— 
Christians were rightfully afraid of him. 
All of that was changed after he was 
born into God’s family. But though 
Paul was changed, the other Jews were 
not. They still hated the Christians. 
Because of their hatred, Missionary 
Paul was eager to get the Gospel to 
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them—especially to those who lived in 
Jerusalem. 

He determined to go to them and 
tell them the Good: News. He was 
warned at least twice that if he went 
to Jerusalem, he might land in jail. 
But Paul loved the thousands of Jews 
in that great city. His answer was, 
“Why do you cry and break my heart? 
I am not only ready to go to jail; I am 
ready to die so that the Jewish people 
may hear of the Lord Jesus.” So off 
he went. 

The Christians in Jerusalem were 
happy to see Missionary Paul. They 
listened eagerly as he told them about 
the souls who had come to the Saviour 
during his missionary journey. Though 
they were Jewish believers, they were 
glad to hear that many Gentiles had 
been born into the family of God. 

A few days later, some of the Jews 
who did not believe in the Lord Jesus 
started a riot. They had seen Paul with 
a Greek man and they supposed that 
Paul had taken him into the Temple. 
They had not seen the Greek man in 
the Temple. But, because they had seen 
the two men‘ together, they supposed 
that Paul had taken the man into the 
Temple, which was against the law. 
The Jews cried, “This man Paul teaches 
people everywhere against us Jews! He 


‘teaches against the Law of Moses! He 


He brought 
Oh, what 


teaches against the Temple! 
Greeks into this holy place!” 
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a riot there was! People’ screamed 
They ran. They dragged Paul out of 
the Temple. They started to beat him 
to death. 

When the chief of police heard of it 
he rushed his men to Paul’s rescue 
Do you think Paul was sorry that he 
had taken the Gospel to the Jews? 
Indeed, he was not! He loved them 
He wanted—as did the five missionarig 
in South America—to get the Gospel to 
those he loved. Do we love others sg 
much that we are willing—no matter 
what it might cost us—to give them the 
Gospel? 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
"(The questions are on page 125) 


1. To remove the suspicions of ‘hos. 
tile Jews (21: 20-22). - 

2. They said that he taught against 
the Hebrews, the Jewish Law and the 
Temple, and that he had brought Gen- 
tiles into the sacred Temple area (21; 
28). 

3. They had seen Paul in company 
with Trophimus an Ephesian and con- 
cluded, with joy but without reason, that 
he had entered the Temple with Paul 
(21: 29). 

4. Their barracks adjoined the Tem- 
ple court, and they were alerted against 
any disturbances at Pentecost. 

5. He was born in Tarsus, educated 
in Jerusalem under Gamaliel, hostile 
to the Christians, and present at 
Stephen’s martyrdom (21:39; 22:3-5, 20). 

6. He brought them~bound to Jeru- 
salem for punishment, imprisoned and 
beat them “in every synagogue” (22:5, 
19). 

7. His mention of his mission to the 
Gentiles (22:21, 22). 

8. The Lord Jesus had warned him 
years before (22:17, 18). 

9. He was “free born” 
father was a Roman citizen. 

10. God’s purposes must be fulfilled 
in spite of obstacles; He uses whatever 
means He chooses in their fulfillment 

Mepia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 28 


3. Veto Vandalism! 
(Isa. 59:1-8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and aré 
used by permission. 

ANDALISM, like thievery, stems 
from the disregard of the *property 
rights of others. Of the two, vandalism 
is the most difficult to understand. 
When a person steals that which be 
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Jongs to another, he is usually moti- 
vated by covetousness, or, in some 
cases, by a real need that he tries to 
satisfy in a wrong way. Usually when 
an individual steals, he reaps some per- 
sonal benefit from the theft. However, 
the willful destruction or defacement 
of the property of another, which we 
call vandalism, seldom contributes any- 
thing to the perpetrator except the 
momentary satisfaction of a primitive 
urge originating in a twisted or dis- 
torted mind. 
ye 

We are all familiar with many types 
of vandalism reported in our daily pa- 
pers and sometimes witnessed in our 
schools and public conveyances and 
parks, and even seen sometimes on pub- 
lic buildings and monuments. Vandal- 
ism frequently is a companion of 
juvenile delinquency, but it cannot al- 
ways be laid at the door of young peo- 
ple, for adults likewise are sometimes 
guilty of it. Is it a favorite tool of 
fanatical groups and of mob rule. News 
reports that have come in, just as this 
article is being written, tell of vandal- 
ism employed by certain revived Nazi 
groups in Germany who have smeared 
Jewish synagogues and _ Catholic 
churches with painted swastikas. 


Our own land is not free from van- 
dalism of one sort or another. Excited 
mobs of strikers only recently have 
broken windows and overturned and 
damaged cars of those with whom they 
disagree in a labor dispute. Houses 
have been dynamited and destroyed 
by fire in the not-too-distant past by 
excited mobs or individuals in certain 
social disputes. 

we 


There are some forms of vandalism 
that perhaps some of us have been 
guilty of,-or, at least, have excused on 
the ground of youthful pranks or inno- 
cent fun. Many city and transporta- 
tion companies have to spend thousands 
of dollars yearly to prevent or correct 
some of these so-called innocent forms 
of vandalism. It is not at all unusual 
to hear of a group of schoolboys and 
girls breaking and tearing seats in buses 
or trolley cars in the name of fun, or 
‘destroying valuable shrubbery and 
property under the pretense of Hallow- 
een pranks. 

Many individuals are not at all ¢on- 
cerned about chopping down living 
trees for firewood in our national and 
State parks, or carving their initials on 
and defacing buildings and benches and 
lean-tos in such parks, or leaving be- 
hind them a litter of papers and tin 
cans and garbage. ’ 

All of these practices come under the 
heading of vandalism and are forms of 
defiance of God’s laws regarding the 
Property rights of others. The Mosaic 
Law (see Exodus 22:1-15) carefully in- 
cluded strict penalties for those who 
damaged or destroyed that which be- 
longed to another. The Ten Command- 
Ments includes laws against stealing or 
Coveting the property of others, and 


lesson for February 28 


A prayer of 
Thanks 


because of a 


SALVATION 
ARMY 
ANNUITY 


The spiritual and humanitarian work of The Salvation Army has long since 
been a vital influence in turning souls to Christ, healing the sick, mending the 
brokenhearted, cheering the desolate, and caring for those forgotten by others. 


You gan show your appreciation to God for His blessings by helping others 
and still provide some financial security for yourself. 


SALVATION ARMY ANNUITIES 


offer an opportunity for you to invest in a plan providing guaranteed life income 
for you or your survivor. Here are some of the advantages: 


® You receive larger income than most safe investments. Up to 
7.4% depending on age; liberal income tax exemptions and 
capital gains tax savings. 

@ You receive a steady, dependable lifetime income that never 
varies, even during times of depression. 

@ You receive peace of mind and freedom from worry and expense, 
and the satisfaction of sharing in the charitable and humani- 
tarian work of this great organization. 


= 
Mail Coupon now ! THE SALVATION ARMY 
120 West 14th St. 


and learn, without obligation, New York 11, N.Y. 

how you may invest your Gentlemen: 

money safely, receive an in- Please send me full particulars on your guar- 
for lif : d God anteed Annuity Plan for safe investment in 

come for life, and serve religious and charitable work. Request booklet 


and man through a 
SALVATION ARMY ANNUITY 
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and covetousness under another name. 
In the New Testament, the Golden Rule 
covers a consideration of that which 
belongs to another (Mark 12:33). 


se 


As Christian young people, we can- 
not afford to ignore the rights of owner- 
ship that vandalism violates. Basically, 
the disobedience of God’s laws, regard- 
ing property, either in what we some- 
times call innocent ways or by more 
violent and flagrant acts, is anarchy 
and Godlessness, because by so doing 
we are disobeying God who made these 
laws for protection and blessing of the 
human race. As Christians, we must 
veto and abstain from all forms of van- 
dalism because they are contrary to the 
will of God and to the example set by 
the Lord Jesus and to the precepts pro- 
claimed in His Word. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


ve 


Paul Kanamori 
(Continued from page 121) 


Julius Wellhausen, was the instigator 
of the attack. He was steeped in Dar- 
winian evolution and in the philosophy 
of Hegel. In order to promote his two 
pet beliefs he must needs deny the 
Scriptures which contradicted them. He 
was very convincing and the majority 
of serious Bible students accepted his 
views and began to write them and 
teach them. 

Soon the great black cloud of Higher 
Criticism, which had already wrecked 
the faith of millions in Germany, and 
had turned its great Christian schools 
into centers of unbelief, began to blow 
across the seas to Japan. The litera- 
ture of these false teachings came in 
like a flood. 

At first it made no impression on 
Paul Kanamori. “Of course the Bible 
is God’s Word. Of course the Old Tes- 
tament books are true. Didn’t Jesus 
authenticate them by quoting from 
them? Of course salvation is in Christ. 
I possess it, don’t I?” These things 
and many more he said to himself. 
Terrific battles were going on in his 
soul with Satan and unbelief on one 
side; God and his diminishing faith on 


the other. “Lord, I believe; help Thou 
my unbelief” he cried. 
However, he kept on reading the 


subtle falsities over the months, and 
finally he could not pray. He’d lost his 
praying ground, faith in Jesus Christ 


and his communion with the Father. 

It wasn’t long before he was con- 
vinced that Christ was not ,God’s Son; 
that He did not rise from the dead to 
save those who believe on Him from 


the consequences of sin; that the New. 


Testament writers were imposters, and 
that Christianity was a hoax perpe- 
trated on simple-minded folk who were 
not wise enough to see through it. 
Well, he was wise enough—now! 
(To be continued) 
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vandalism accomplishes just such theft - 


At the Feet of Christ 
(Continued from page 120) 
itual discernment was clearer and she 
realized that in regard to pleasing the 
Lord, what she was, was of far more 
importance than ‘what she did. How 
much we need to emphasize this today 
in our own, lives! What we are, in our 
relation and attitude to Him, is in- 
finitely more important than what we 
try to do. For only as we are in that 
relationship of fellowship and trust can 
we have the vision and the power in 
our lives that are necessary if we are 
to do those things that are in accord- 
ance with His holy will and -that will 
accomplish His purposes for us and in 
us. The choice will continually be be- 
fore us, to take the place that Mary 
chose, namely, at His feet in humble 
reverence and in the desire to learn to 
know Him, or to be busy like Martha, 
getting things done without first taking 
the time to ascertain from the Lord 
whether or not they are the things 
that will please Him and that He desires 
of us. Human nature being what it is, 
Mary’s choice will be the more difficult 
one to make, but it will be the choice 
that brings us to His feet where we 
can hear His voice, where we can grow 





in our knowledge of Him, and where we 
can receive the blessing that He has for 
us and thus be prepared to glorify 
Him in all of our activities and in. 
terests. 

Which part are you choosing today? 
How much of your time are you willing 
to spend in a humble and quiet spirit 
before Him? The answer to that ques. 
tion will be the index to the degree of 
spiritual power that you possess and 
that is exhibited in your life day by 
day. It is the one secret of spiritual 
poise that always indicates the posses. 
sion of resources that can be drawn on 
as the need arises and that produces 
confidence—both in the one who pos. 
sesses it as well as in those with whom 
he comes into contact. May the Lord 
lead us all on into a more real experi- 
ence of this great truth. 

PRAYER: Our God and Father, teach 
us we pray to be quiet before Thee and 
to be ready to take the time to be at 
the feet of our Lord, to learn of Him 
those lessons which are absolutely nee. 
essary if we are to live to His glory, 
Lead us to be quiet before Thee, know- 
ing that in quietness and confidence 
shall be our strength. 

(To be continued) 




































With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handligg costs. 


The Christian’s Saving Interest. By 
William Guthrie. Revised and anno- 
tated, with biographical sketch of the 


author. By James A. Stewart. (Kregel 
Publications, Grand ‘Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.95.) Guthrie’s great Gospel classic 


was written in the vernacular of the 
Scotland of the seventeenth century. 
Various editions before this have been 
given to English-speaking Christians. 
The Scottish vernacular had to be 
translated into language that modern 
readers could understand. William 
Guthrie was born in 1620, the same year 
in which the Pilgrim Fathers sailed. 
He became a spiritual giant in the days 
of giants. His ministry was during the 
period of the Second Reformation, 
when the National Covenant was signed 
in ‘blood in the churchyard of Greyfriars. 
“Guthrie’s Saving Interest,” as the book 
has been lovingly called, has ‘been a 
household volume in Scotland for 
nearly three hundred years. His knowl- 
edge of the Scripture is astonishing. 
Nearly all of his illustrations are from 
this source. One thing in the volume 
that is peculiar is Guthrie’s explana- 
tion of the parables of “The Treasure 
Hidden in the Field” and “The Pearl of 
Great Price” (Matt. 13:44-46, pp. 24, 66, 
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_ loved, served, and celebrated in song 





94). He seems to teach that these para- 
bles picture the sinner seeking Christ, 
while they really show Christ giving 
up all for the sinner. His messages are 
a rebuke to much modern preaching, 
even that of many conservatives. He 
spent no time in trying to prove the mes- 
sage was from God. He used it. Mr 
Stewart has added some very helpful 
material from various sources. He says: 
“In sending forth this new edition, we 
truly believe it has a message for sinner 
and saint in our generation. Preachers 
of the Gospel will be particularly helped 
through the clear outline of the three 
Gospel ‘R’s’—Ruin, Redemption, Re 
generation.” : 

















Paths for Pilgrim Feet.. By 
Merrill F. Unger, Th.D., Ph.D. (Dun- 
ham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio, $3.) Using 
the various Scripture passages that 
mention the stars, Dr. Unger weaves 4 
fascinating fabric of devotional studies. 
The chapters move in logical sequence 
through the panorama of Christian ex- 
perience. For example, there are “stal- 
lit paths” through testing, trial, and 
trouble. Christ is exalted throughout 
the work, with particular attention 
being given to such prophecies as the 
“star out of Jacob,” concerning which 
the author says: “Although in this pat- 
ticular prophetic foregleam the sombef 
darkness of‘ Israel’s unbelief and re 
jection furnishes the background against 
which the star out of Jacob arises, the 
night is evidently waning and dawn & 
near, for one of the very brightest of 
the morning ‘stars is apparently in- 
tended. In this dark night Christ was 


Starlit 


























He was the only Light that pierced 
the awful darkness when truth wa 
burned at the stake and God’s faithful 
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prophets were done to death. But He 
was sufficient.” The conclusion of the 
whole matter is the shining of the saints 
“as the stars for ever and ever.” 


Tumbleweed Heart. By Janet Ran- 
dall. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 18; $2.95.) Angered over her 
failure to win the editorship of her high 
school paper, Jackie Corda persuades 
the home town news sheet to employ 
her. The girl knows herself to be a 
good writer, but, to her astonishment, 
there is still much to learn. First of 
all, she cannot report high school news 
unless she throws off that chip on her 
Shoulder and begins to be a mixer. 
Then her diatribe against the sleepy 
town’s faults is rejected as unfeeling. 
A woman editor from the city points 
out by force of example Jackie’s slop- 
piness of attire. And Hank, the lanky 
typesetter, exhibits enough mulishness 
and pride to show up her own lack. 
Jackie learns, too, that heroism is one 
thing and flouting orders quite another. 
Also that very oe people can differ 
radically about town improvements with 
their added taxation. The story is a 
g00d character booster, but one wishes 
the girl had known Christ whose 
Mastery means perfect security and 
rest. 


Lesson for February 28 


Wolf of Badenoch. Dog of the 
Grampian Hills. By Joseph E. Chipper- 
field. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 18; $3.50.) Old John Mac- 
kenzie, the Badenoch shepherd, and his 
faithful old dog, Laddie, had been work- 
ing the Grampian range together for 
many years rounding up the old ewes 
for market, caring for the young ewes 
and the late lambs, and planning for 
their grazing. Robbie Craig, a lad of 
sixteen who helped in his father’s store, 
found a little time to visit with Old 
John on Saturdays while out on store 
deliveries. He loved the shepherd and 
his dog and.had a real knack with the 
sheep. Then came the time when Laddie 
could no longer travel the range as 
heretofore, so when an _ opportunity 
came to acquire a very young Alsatian 
sheep-dog pup of good breeding, Old 
John bought him for five pounds. Dun- 
can MacQueen, a bitter, jealous shep- 
herd with an unsavory past, and his 
ill-trained,. unprincipled sheep \dog, 
Bruce, are active participants in this 
thrilling dog _ story. Well written, 
with clean, high principles prevailing 
throughout, this is a tale that all who 
love nature, animals, and men will read 
and reread and be happy to lend to 
good friends. 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on *the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 22 to 28 


Mon.—Acts 21:17-26. 
Reunion at Jerusalem. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “And when. we 
were come to Jerusalem, the brethren 
received us gladly.” This reunion was 
blessed while it lasted, but it was of 
short duration. Forewarned by the 
Spirit in every city that bonds and af- 
flictions awaited him, Paul was thus 
prepared for whatever happened. That 
reunion blessing will last forever. Chris- 
tian, give someone a touch of ‘Heaven. 
Make all the use you can of your pres- 
ent opportunities for Christian fellow- 
ship, but remember it is better Over 
There. Pray for South America Indian 
Mission, West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Tues.—Acts 21:27-36. 
An Attack on Paul. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Jews which 
were of Asia, when they saw him in the 
temple, stirred up all the people, and 
laid hands on him.” Paul had been told 
many times in many cities that “bonds 
and afflictions” awaited him at Jeru- 
salem (Acts 20:22, 23). The attack on 
Paul, like that on Christ, was due to a 
false charge. But Paul looked far be- 
yond the “second causes.” Take your 
troubles as from the Lord. The Lord 
allows them. Rest in Him and wait 
patiently for the outworking of His 
good providence. Pray for revival in 
South America. 
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DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Inspiration 


“Bible-believing Christians hold to the in- 
spiration of the Word of God. The word ’ 
itself means to breathe in. ‘All seripture 
is given by inspiration of God’ (2 Timothy 
3:16). Quite literally, all Scripture is God- 
breathed. 


“Various expressions are to be found 
throughout the Bible which make us under- 
stand that the writers claimed that what 
they were writing was God’s message. The 
expression ‘Thus saith the Lord’ and its 
equivalents occur hundreds of times. The 
Lord Jesus put His seal upon the divine 
origin of the Old Testament: ‘, . . the 
scripture cannot be broken’ (John 10:35) ; 
‘,.. one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled’ 
(Matthew 5:18). 


“The Bible has something to say as well 
about the process of this inspiration, for it 
declares that ‘holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost’ (2 
Peter 1:21). We therefore conclude that 
God revealed His truth to these men, that 
He moved them to speak and write, and 
that—in the miracle of divine use of hu- 
man instruments—there has been given to 
us God’s Word in deed and in truth. We 
insist that by providence, in their hered- 
ity, background, training, and experience, 
God brought these men to the place in 
which He could use them—not as automa- 
tons, but as servants whose personalities 
were wholly surrendered to Him—to give 
the sons of men the infallible, inerrant 
Word of God.” 


Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical exhortation. 112 pages, 
paper bound. For your free copy, write 
Moody Bible Institute, Dept. S-0-861, 820 
N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Tlinois. 











PASTORATE WANTED: Fundamental Baptist 
minister seeks pastorate in the South, 

Write Adv. No. 965, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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HOW CAN ANYONE REFUSE 
to help such lovely but Needy Children? 
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SPONSOR ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES 
FOR ONLY EIGHT DOLLARS A MONTH! 


You may select your own child from the pictures above and become a sponsor of one 
of these dear Korean orphan children. (You may ask a friend to be co-sponsor with you— 
$4 each). Each child has a heartbreaking story. For instance, number 6B Pak Sung Jin 
was born May 19, 1955 in Kyong Nam. About a year ago her father died of illness. He 
left no money or property for the mother and child. After trying desperately to feed and 
clothe herself and Sung Jin, the mother suddenly disappeared, abandoning her child! 
Sung Jin was found on the street wandering, begging and crying. 


RESCUED FROM DESPAIR 
Now she is cared for in our Peace and Holiness Orphanage in Tong Nei near Pusan which 
is in desperate need of many new sponsors. Each child is waiting to have an American 
or Canadian “Daddy and Mommie”! For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you 
or your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., will help bring 
Christ to your chosen boy or girl and train him to be a Christian leader in Korea. This 
op provides all the needs of the child, including the school tuition which is not free in 
orea. 


The ESEA is caring for over 3000 orphans, war widows, and children of lepers. Many 
more are in desperate need, homeless, cold, and hungry. Help us expand our 40 Homes. 
Each one is a real Christian institution. All Staff and Board members are earnest Bible- 
believing Christians. Korea’s severe winter is on. Will you help us so that we may take 
many more children off the streets and into our Homes? Write or phone NOW! 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 


proton: CLIP AND MAIL TODAY -————————-——— 


O) YES I want to sponsor an orphan for one year. My choice is Number......... 
If this child has already been “adopted,” I agree to support another whom you 
will select. With God’s help I will send $8 a month. Please let me have my 
child’s name, picture, address and story. I understand I may continue after one 
year if I wish to. SEND FULL PARTICULARS. 


0 I cannot “adopt” a child, but want to help by MUMEIETG vole von <4 050 ane secevesia-wche & 
(0 Please send me further information. 


ME tuk iicals cing bab rica wath son ahriehe sehen es State 
Gifts of any amount are welcome. Sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


A Non-Profit Corporation 
4848 North Leonard Drive 
Telephone: GLadstone 6-6181 


Dept. ST-2 Chicago 31, Illinois 
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Wed.—Acts 21:37 to 22:5. 
Paul Pleads His Cause, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Men, brethren, 
and fathers, hear ye my defence which 
I make now unto you.” Angels were 
listening to his defense, and the Spirit 
recorded Paul’s defense for our ears. Do 
for Christ what will be pleasing to Him, 
even if it is hateful to men. Be faithful 
under evil report as well as good. Ap- 
prove yourselves to God in your tests, 
Give a faithful testimony for the Lord, 
He will give you reward. Pray for 
the Faith, Prayer and Tract League, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Thurs.—Acts 22:6-11. 
Paul Recounts His Conversion, 
PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Thou shalt be 
his witness unto all men of what thou 
hast seen and heard” (v. 15). Paul's 
conversion is a pattern (1 Tim. 1:16), 
We, too, are to show ourselves patterns 
of good works (Tit. 2:7). Be an ex- 
ample of what the grace of God can do, 
Look to Jesus to change you into His 


likeness. Tell of your Christian ex- 
perience. Your testimony will help 
others.: Help revive experience meet- 


ings. Pray for International Missions, 
Inc., Jersey City, N. J. 


Fri—Acts 22:12-21. 
Paul Affirms His Commission. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “The God of our 
fathers hath chosen thee, that thou 
shouldest know his will, and see that 
Just One, and shouldest hear the voice 
of his mouth. For thou shalt be his 
witness unto all men.” It cost Paul a 
high price to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. God-directed work is always 
costly. Good ministers will preach 
whether men hear or forbear. You are 
not responsible for your hearers after 
you have obeyed the will of God in 
speaking to them. Leave the results 
with God. Pray for the Midwest Bible 
College, St. Louis, Mo. 


Sat.—Acts 22:23-29. 

Paul Declares His Roman Citizenship. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then the chief 
captain came, and said unto him, Tell 
me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea.” 
Paul was a citizen of two worlds. He 
owed a duty to God and to government. 
The government of Paul’s day was very 
inferior to ours. Christian, you are duty 
bound to fear God and to honor the 
king. Be tremendously interested in 
the welfare of your nation. (Read 
carefully 1 Tim. 2:1-8 and Rom. 13:1- 
7.) Render all their dues. Pray for 
the Old Fashioned Revival Hour, Long 
Beach, Calif. 


Sun.—2 Timothy 2:8-13. 
Faithfulness in Suffering. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with him: if we deny 
him, he also will deny us.” We are in 
a tight situation. We must either suffer 
for righteousness or deny the Lord. 
He asks us to approve ourselves in all 
situations. Arm yourself with the mind 
of Christ and suffer rather than sin. 
Pray for Covenant College and Sem+- 
nary, St. Louis. 


February 13, 1960 























